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Buil ding our kidso6é future

One of my jobs as your superintendent is to think about the future and make sure that the district is positioned to maintain
the excellence in education that the communities of Airway Heights, Cheney and the West Plains expect. Maintaining that
excellence means ensuring that the education equation of high quality staff, curriculum and facilities equals a supmrb educa
for every child within our district boundaries.

Over the past year, we have updated the existing Districtterngfacilities plan to take into account our growing population

and the condition of our buildings. Using a process and grant provided by the state, a study and survey was completed whi
we have been analyzing over the past several months. The conclusion reached by the study and our analysis is that, to ser
our current student population and meet our future growth, we need to replace the current middle school on the existing site
and build a second middle school. Additionally, we need to look at adding a new elementary school over the nextéhree to fi
years, and begin planning for the expansion of the high school.

Our current middle school, built to house 700 students, currently serves over 930 students and we service over 200 studen
daily in portables. This past summer it was necessary to add a portable in order to meetrstated physical education
requirements. Based on our forecasted growth, we will have over 1034 students enrolled at Cheney Middle School by 2014

To provide as much community input as possible concerning facility options, we have scheduled three community forums.
Mr. Les Harris, a community member and our facility planning committee chairman, will host the forums; and information
will be provided and questions answered by district personnel.

We are very cognizant of the economic times we live in, yet believe we can craft a plan which will meet the facility needs of
our students, while at the same time maintaining a tax rate at or below the current level.

For our children, our community, our world, our future

Lawrence R. Keller
Superintendent

Community Monday, Oct. 12 Windsor Elementary, 5504 W. Hallett Rd., Spokane 7:000 8:30 p.m.
Forums Tuesday, Oct. 13 Sunset Elementary, 12824 W. 12th, Airway Heights 6:000 7:30 p.m.
Scheduled Monday, Oct. 19 Cheney Middle School, 2716 N. 6th St., Cheney  5:008 6:30 p.m.
Friday Reminder : One hour late start for all schools in our district to provide for teacher collaborativie
time. Your <childdéds school day begins| on
Our essential foundations Important dates:
% High Expectations and Continuous Progress
Nov. 11 NO SCHOOL
% Involvement and Engagement with School District Vet eranso6 Day Holiday
Community Nov. 1920 Early Dismissal 11:30 a.m.
; ; (Conferences/Testing)
% Stewardship and Planning Nov. 20 NO LATE START
Cheney Middle School activities line: (509) 5594488 Nov. 2324 Early Dismissal 11:30 a.m.
Cheney High School activities line:  (509) 5594120 (Conferences/Testing)
Nov. 25 Early Dismissal (1 1/2 Hours Early)
Go to www.cheneysd.org for more news and Nov. 2627 NO SCHOOL® Thanksgiving Holiday
information about Cheney Public Schools.

October 2009



CMS teacher receives large grant

Cheney Middle School is now offering a CTE (Career Technical
Education) class based on renewable resources. Allen Skoog
from the high school and Tammie Schrader from the middle
school have designed instruction in order to implement this
class at the middle school level. One lesson Tammie plans to
implement involves a collaboration with EWU to evaluate local
water quality. OSPI (Office of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction) has awarded $25,000 for the design and instruction
of this class. The state and federal government are working on
increasing these programs at the middle school level in order

Press box donation appreciated to reach more netraditional students, as well as those that
are collegebound. What a great learning opportunity for our
Thanks to Mr. Rick DeMul |l isigests generous donation, the

district was able to build a stavé-the-art press box above

the newlyinstalled bleachers at Cheney High School. .
s > Yy Students learn safe behaviors

Your IeVy dollars at work On September 8th, Salnave students participated in Recess
Monies from the Capital Levy voters approved in March Academy, which focused on safe behaviors on the playground,
of 2008 have made a tremendous difference throughout th@" the bus and in the classroom. The Salnave paraprofessionals
district! The district Maintenance and Technology Depart-YVho supervise recess planned this event and taught the students

the use of these funds over the summer: Sandy Brantley, a Cheney school bus driver, brought the bus

she drives to the school so students could sit on it while she
e The new Cheney High School bleachers, along with a explained the bus safety rules. Being on the school bus and
press box built by maintenance staff members, have talking with the bus driver is a favorite activity for our students.
been installed.
Our goal for children playing at recess is to exercise, learn
to play cooperatively with others, and enjoy their favorite
e 301 student computers were purchased and installed. recess activities. During the Recess Academy, students
) ) ) learned about the important precautions they need to take
* New classroom presentation equipment (projectors, while playing on the blacktop and the bark areas, as well as
document cameras, wireless microphone systems) weyghile playing field games. Special thanks to Brandy Peterson,

installed in all elementary school classrooms, and Pam Gillingham, Jennifer Imperial, and Saralynn Kerr for
installation of projectors and document cameras at  yiding this important training for our students.
Cheney High School and Cheney Middle School will

begin this fall.

e Three sections of the CHS roof have been replaced.

nDI p—

e Services were contracted to install electrical and data |}
circuits for the presentation equipment in all six schoolsg

e Older servers are being replaced, which will save powef"
costs and handle new math adoption software.

Sick kids? Please keep them home.

Patriot Day at CHS

Swine flu (HLN1) is a concern around the world, especiallyje’)
as students return to school. Our district is working closely
with the Spokane Regional Health District in preparation
for a potential HIN1 influenza pandemic. Please help
prevent the spread of the virus by washing your hands
often, coughing into your sleeve, and teaching your childre h Youman . . .
to do so as well. If your children are sick, please keep %ﬁg%oogéraaduséte, tives of the military, and local police
them home. Find out more at www.cdc.gov/hinlflu/ or  plays Taps prior to and fire departments, andlg-over
by calling (800) CDANFO. the game. of four World War Il biplanes.

The Patriot Day celebration at the
CHS football game on September 11
was a fitting tribute. It included the
Fairchild Color Guard, representa-



The spring 2009 State of Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) scores have been released. The W/
measures how well students have mastered the Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALRS) as specified in
Grade Level Expectations (GLES) in reading, mathematics, writing, and science. The WASL is comprised of multiple
choice, short answer, and essay questions. The Cheney Public Schools WASL scores are at or above the Washingt
State scores in virtually all subject areas and grade level categbhiesollowing graphs show the WASL trend data

in our school district for the past four years, as well as Washington State statistics for 2009.

Washington Assessment of Student Learning
Reading Grades 3 -10
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Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 10
2006 78.2 83.8 78.1 72.4 66.9 70.9 94.5
B2007 71.5 81.9 76.5 76.6 77.9 66.2 86.7
02008 76.7 74.3 80.1 80.1 64.2 75.1 90.1
= 2009 72.6 80.6 76 78.6 64.5 66.7 82.8
B State 2009 71.3 73.5 73.9 72 59.3 67.5 80.9
Washington Assessment of Student Learning
Math Grades 3 -10
2006-2009
90
o
<
o
=
pe
@ 2006
2
g 2007
= 02008
% = 2009
S B State 2009
7]
i<
[
(=]
@
o

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 10
2006 74.3 61.7 63.4 55.2 56.2 49.6 65.6
= 2007 74.7 59.2 60.8 52.3 62 49.7 62.7
02008 78.3 55.6 64.1 49.8 60.4 55.9 61.8
= 2009 71.7 58.5 63.1 48.8 55.5 56.5 45.4
B8 State 2009 66.3 52.3 61.9 50.9 51.8 50.8 45.2




Washington Assessment of Student Learning
Writing Grades 4 -7
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Grade 4 Grade 7 Grade 10
2006 58.2 72.6 90.3
82007 60.8 65.9 89.2
02008 71.9 78.4 93.8
®2009 74.7 78.6 93.9
B State 2009 60.3 69.7 86.3
Washington Assessment of Student Learning
Science Grades 3 -10
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Grade 5 Grade 8 Grade 10
2006 44.4 45 39.9
82007 39.8 46.3 47.6
02008 49.7 51.6 46.8
= 2009 46.4 55.1 47
8 State 2009 44.9 51.1 38.6

The Cheney Public Schools websitevatw.cheneysd.orgs an excellent source of assessment information.
The Washington State Report Card for our school district and for each school in our district can be accessed

on |ine by visiting the Cheney website and clickincg
provided by the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction regarding state tests that will be given in the

spring of 2010. Go to the Cheney Public School s we
From there, click on AState Assessment I nformati on



Sunset selected as recipient of
21st Century Community Learning
Centers grant

Sunset Elementary is excited to announce that we were recently chg
as recipients of a81° Century Community Learning Centdesleral

grant. The fiveyear grant will be used to funitailblazers an after-
school program with a focus on literacy, mathematics, and recreatio

In partnership with théirway Heights Parks and Recreation
DepartmenandCommunities in Schoolie program will serve 90 students who will be selected based on data
from various district anHResporisatd latenediciEisticsment s and on

From 3:00i 5:00 p.m. on school days, targeted students will participate in 30 minutes of literacy activities,

30 minutes of mathematics activities, and 30 minutes of recreational activities. Work in literacy and mathematics
will be technologp ased, and each studentds ongoing progress
events, home/school connections, transportation, snacks and materials, as well as a lotostddé#matio. The
Sunset community is excited about this unique opportunity to serve and support students and families!

Federal survey cards were sent home October 1 -
Why is this survey card so important to your public school?

Parents and guardians who live on federal property do not pay regutar
or special property taxes for the support of public schools. The

federal government provides Impact Aid funds to the school district
for this tax exempt property, as well as for those parents and guardians
who work for an employer located on federal property.

These federal survey cards agguiredof those districts who receive
the inlieu-of tax funds. The Cheney School District is the recipient |of
a small amount of those funds. Returned student survey cards provide
the basis through which-ireu-of tax funds can be received from the
federal government.

All students, even those students whose parents are not on active duty
in the military, and do not live or work on federal property, should
return the completed federal survey card for an accurate student count.

Please note: In order to be included, Reserve and National
Guard personnel must be called to active duty by Presidential
Title No. 10 by October 1st. It is a requirement that you send us
a copy of your orders verifying the same. For privacy reasons,
please black out your social security number if disclosed on your
orders.

Thank you for your assistance with this important process. The students of Cheney Public Schools benefit
directly through your completion of the information on the front of this card.



