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Our Essential Foundations

The essence of who we are and what we believe as a school district is built upon a foundation composed of three central theme
These themes are High Expectations and Continuous Progress, Involvement and Engagement, and Stewardship and Planning.
Developed by our School Board, these themes provide a framework from which to think about what we do and make sure that i
aligned with the needs of our students and consistent with the values of the communities we serve.

The first of the Essential Foundations, High Expectations and Continuous Progress, speaks to our commitment to newer be con
with Astatus quoo and the need to seek new techniguwas ani
are pushing forward with the implementation of a new math curriculum aligned with the new state standards. Additionally, we
have adjusted our schedules to provide more time for math within our elementary classrooms and are providing addfdonal help
students at all grade levels who need assistance in a particular area of math. Beyond that, we are continuing ounavoek to en
the connections to our high school students in building their plan for the future. While the above are just severatehgemy

that we are undertaking, our commitment is that we will continue to set the bar for ourselves and our students higher. and hig

The second of the Essenti al Foundations, I nvol vement and
commitment to maintain and build upon the strong relationship between the School Board, the communities we serve, and the
parents/guardians that entrust their children to us. A recent example of this has been the community forums heldutcoseek inp
how best to serve the needs of our growing population. Through our continuing conversations with our community members, w
believe we have a good sense of what our communities expect. We also understand that you can never communicate too mucl
and that the burden is on the district to keep all parties informed.

The third Essential Foundation, Stewardship and Planning, speaks to the need to maintain a strategmafacgsure that

we stay ahead of our growth and make the best decisions possible to benefit our kids. This also means we need to weigh ever
decision against the fiscal resources available, and apply the limited fiscal resources provided by the communitieis \we serve
fashion that makes sense to them. The dollars we spend are not ouddollare y ar e our communi ti esd
hard work, and they have an absolute right to hold us accountable.

In summary, while each of the three Essential Foundations guides us, it is the power of all three together that arratesaithe f
to help maintain our focus on what is most impodasérving our students.

For our children, our community, our world, our future

Lawrence R. Keller
Superintendent

Friday Reminder : One hour late start for all schools in our district to provide for teacher collaborativie

time. Your <childdéds school day begins| on
Our essential foundations Important dates:
% High Expectations and Continuous Progress Nov. 11 NO SCHOOL
% Involvement and Engagement with School District Veteransd Day Holiday
Communit Nov. 18920 Early Dismissal 11:30 a.m.
y :
(Conferences/Testing)
% Stewardship and Planning Nov. 20 NO LATE START
i L Nov. 2324 Early Dismissal 11:30 a.m.
Cheney Middle School activities line: (509) 5594488 (Conferences/Testing)
Cheney High School activities line:  (509) 5594120 Nov. 25 Early Dismissal (1 1/2 Hours Early)

Nov. 2627 NO SCHOOLG& Thanksgiving Holiday

Go to www.cheneysd.org for more news and _ :
Dec. 23Jan. 1 NO SCHOOLGS Winter Vacation

information about Cheney Public Schools.
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CMS teacher to participate in U.S.
Russia Joint Teacher Conference

Cheney Middle School teacher Tammie Schrader has been
accepted into the U.Russia Language, Technology, Math,
and Science Exchange, a program of the U.S. Department
of Stateds Bureau of Educati
She recently participated in the URussia Joint Teacher
Conference held at the University of Montana, and will be

RN s ; —— making a reciprocal trip to Russia along with eight other
=T R U.S. teachers in this select program.
Reader James Whiteley, Chance, and . . . .
handler/teacher Sue McAdam Ms. Schrader will spend approximately ten days in Russia

. next spring, where her Russian counterparts are coordinating

PAWS- |t|ver Fun to Read a schedule and will be her hosts. She will also participate
; in meetings at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow, Russia, and a

at Windsor Debriefing Workshop in Washington, D.C.
The first graders in Mrs 'Conl\ércatﬁlgtigngngrescert%ir?lyodlrJne I\/F‘s.rsghrage?orn Yhis

excited to be participating in a pilot program called
PAWSitively Fun to Read. This program is designed to
improve the literacy skills of students through a unique
approach: reading with dogs. The program utilizes
registered therapy animals, which have been trained anHigh|y Capab|e Program
tested for health, safety, skills and temperament. These
special animals, along with their handlers, volunteer andCheney Public Schools welcomes nominations from parents,
offer children an irresistible opportunity to improve their students, teachers and community members for the Highly
reading in a setting which is effective as well as fun.  Capable Program. Each year students new to the district
Each participating student meets with their dog and and students currently enrolled may be nominated for the
handler at least once a week forA®minutes, focusing program. The process for selection is facilitated by a
on comprehension and fluency reading strategies. specialist at each of our elementary schools. The specialist
for Betz (5594800) and Salnave Elementary Schools
Chance, the reading dog, has become a regular membe559.4700) is Carol Mahoney. The specialist for Windsor
of the classroom, eagerly listening to readers. Children glementary School (558200) is Lin Frederick. The
flock for their turn to read with Chance. This excitemengpecianst for Sunset Elementary School (8690) is
and eagerness results in more reading practice opportushannon Proctor. As a community member, if you know
nity, and more reading always results in better reading of a student you consider to be gifted, you are welcome to
skills, applications, and confidence. call one of our elementary schools to nominate the child
for consideration.

prestigious recognition. These experiences will be extra
ordinarily beneficial to the students in her classroom.

Chance has been a fsiized motivator, even for the

most reluctant readers. He never passes judgment, but
patiently listens and acknowledges the good efforts withinfluenza A update
his big brown accepting eyes.

As our school year progresses, we are likely to have a
greater number of students and staff out due to illn&ss.
this time, our absence rate continues to be under 10% due
Tna“lsgi'“lg to Influenza A. We continue to work closely with the

Health Department for our response, which includes
enhanced cleaning of school buildings, sending staff and
students home when they present with signs and symptoms

NO SCHOOL November 26 and 37 of the flu, and communicating updates to the building

. . . . . administrators, teachers and studetityou are sick,
Enjoy time with family and friends. please stay home! Remember gbasidwashing is good

Happy Turkey Day! prevention! If you have questions, please contact your
building principal or Student Support Services.




If third grade students ran Betz

Elementary = b4

Students in Mrs. Abel 6s third gi v
a writing journal assignment, to share what they would change if the

ran Betz El ementary as the sch Mr

be in their classroom when this assignment was given, and offered
write about what he would do if he were a third grader at Betz.

The next week, after both the students and Mr. Martin finished their

Ahomework, 06 they shared their writing. Mr . Martin
projecting his paper on the screen with the new document camera technology. The students individually read the
paragraphs to Mr. Martin, letting him know exactly what they would change if they ran the school. Suggestions
included having popcorn and soda for lunches, and putting in a hot tub for use at recess. Both the students and
principal had a great time sharing their writing.

CHS Blackhawk activities

The Cheney High School Marching Band placed second at the 2009 Sounds of Thunder Pacific Northwest Marching
Band Championships on Saturday, October 10, 2009.

Homecoming was a huge suca@snd students had a great time at the bonfire, the game and the dance.

Information concerning Cheney High School activities and athletics

You can check out the Cheney High School website at www.ueWNeneysd
View Schedule. Please feel free to call the Cheney High School activity line-46.86%r main line at 559000.



