
 

Teacher Appreciation Week  
 

Last year at this time I reflected on the power of teachers who influenced me as I was growing up.  This year, I want 

to reflect on the power of teachers in the present. 
 

As part of my commitment to spend more time in our classrooms this year, I have been visiting schools and  

classrooms every Monday morning, and have experienced superb teaching at every level.  In our elementary  

classrooms, our youngest students beam as their teacher calls on them and they provide the answer to the question 

asked ï not always the right answer ï but with the sense that, whatever the answer, they are valued and appreciated.  

In our middle school, I continue to see our teachers providing the guiding hands to build confidence in our middle 

level students, and how hard they work to engage every student and make sure they have the skills necessary for high 

school and beyond.  At the high school, I am continually impressed by our teachersô commitment to academic excel-

lence, and how they motivate their students to go further than they might believe they are able. 
 

Last night, I had the pleasure of attending the Spokane Scholars banquet, honoring our best students in six academic 

areas.  The handprints of excellent teaching from kindergarten through grade twelve were evident as I talked with 

each of our honorees.  I have also seen those same handprints on our students who recently were honored at the 

state level for their metal art project, titled ñLife on the Ranch,ò and on many others as I travel throughout the  

district. 
 

Within the Cheney School District, it is not about where you start, but where you end up ï and our teachers every 

day, even in these tough economic times, are making sure that our kids have the education they need to make a  

difference within our world.  Take time during Teacher Appreciation Week, May 3-7, to thank a teacher ï because 

our future is our kids. 
 
For our children, our community, our world, our future ~ 
 

 

 

Lawrence R. Keller  

Superintendent 

Important Dates:  

May 31 Memorial Day HolidayðNO SCHOOL 

June 2 Three Springs High School Commencement 

  Held at Betz Elementary School 

June 4 Cheney High School Commencement 

  Held in EWU Pavilion 

June 11 Early Dismissal 11:30 a.m. - 

  Last Day of School 

Community Connections 
F o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  o u r  w o r l d ,  o u r  f u t u r e 

Friday Reminder : One hour late start for all schools in our district to provide for teacher collaborative  

  time. Your childôs school day begins one hour later; the buses run one hour later.  

Our essential foundations  
 High Expectations and Continuous Progress 

 

 Involvement and Engagement with School District 

 Community 
 

 Stewardship and Planning 

Go to www.cheneysd.org for more news and                

information about Cheney Public Schools. 

Cheney Middle School activities line: (509) 559-4488 

Cheney High School activities line: (509) 559-4120 

                                          May 2010 



Elementary and middle school state assessments in May  
 

This May, all third through eighth grade students in Washington State will take an assessment called the Measurements  

of Student Progress (MSP), which replaces the Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL). The MSP name 

conveys the goal of the test, which is to measure a studentôs progress toward mastering basic skills in mathematics  

(grades 3-8), reading (grades 3-8), writing (grades 4 and 7), and science (grades 5 and 8).  The MSP is important because 

teachers and administrators use the results to make decisions regarding curriculum and instruction.  In addition, the MSP 

determines whether or not public elementary and middle schools in Washington meet the requirements of the Federal  

No Child Left Behind Act.  Look for an announcement of testing days for your school, and make sure your child attends 

school on these days.  To learn more about state testing, including information about the assessments that will be given  

to third through eighth grade students, please visit the Cheney School District website and look under ñParent Resources.ò 
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 CMS student Joseph Hatzinikolis  
 selected as Chase Youth recipient  
 

 Cheney Middle School student Joseph Hatzinikolis was nominated  

 by his Top Dog core teachers for the Chase Youth Commission   

 Community Involvement Award.  On March 11, he was selected  

 from all of the nominees to receive this prestigious award.  In his  

 teachersô letter of nomination, he was honored for his intelligence,  

 strong work ethic, and positive interactions with his peers.  However,  

 according to his teachers, ñhis joyful attitude when it comes to  

 serving others stands out above and beyond what is expected, and  

 is what prompted this nomination.  He gives of his time not out of  

 obligation, but to truly bless others by brightening their day.ò 

 

Teachers Barbara Olson and Emily Audet, Joseph 

Hatzinikolis, teacher Tammy Hauer and co-principal 

Erika Burden 

April Batchelor displays her art and 

award. 

CHS studentsô  
talent recognized  
 

April Batchelor received the Avista 

Choice Award, including a $200 

scholarship, in the recent Educa-

tional Service District (ESD) 101 

art competition, while Monica  

Hoblin took second place in the 

same competition.  Congratulations! Monica Hoblin shares her artwork. 

CMS Art Night a huge success!  
 

Art Night at Cheney Middle School was a real ñhitò on April 7.  Teacher Sherry Syrie said that people were happy to 

view the works of art, and students were proud of their accomplishments.  What more could one ask for?  The guest  

artists did extremely well in explaining and demonstrating their creative passions as well during this 3rd quarter art  

portfolio conference. 



 America the Beautiful at HomeWorks!  
 

Kindergarten through 3rd grade HomeWorks! students are cantering around our 

country, learning about our 50 states, region by region.  For eleven weeks, the  

students will learn the names of all 50 states, their abbreviations, their locations,  

and fun facts about each state.  Students learned important vocabulary about  

the Pledge of Allegiance.  They learned the history, words and melody to the  

National Anthem.  To help remember geography and fun facts about each state, 

students put together a food and/or craft specific to that region.  They have  

enjoyed corn in Nebraska, sunflowers in Kansas, potatoes in Idaho, and pineapple in Hawaii on their travels.  To culmi-

nate their study, students will lead the Pledge of Allegiance and National Anthem for their Spotlight on Education Night 

in June, as well as sing the 50 states song, and present a state they chose to research.  What a road trip! 

Cheyenne Gleave, Josie Showalter, Iliana 

Tejada-Preciada. 
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 Three Springs High School graduation and enrollment news  
 

The Three Springs High School Class of 2010 commencement ceremony will be held on Wednesday, June 2, at 5:00 p.m. 

in the Viking Room at Betz Elementary School.  This year, Three Springs will be graduating 18 seniors.  Created in 1998, 

this will be the 12th graduating class from our school.  Valedictorian honors for this year go to Holly Courson. 
 

Pre-enrollment for fall classes has also begun at the school.  Anyone interested in a non-traditional high school experience 

should call the registrar at 559-4587. 

 Young poets at Salnave  
 

 A number of Salnave students were honored to 

 find out that their poetry was accepted for pub- 

 lication in the Young American Poetry Digest.  

  

 

CMS bowling tourney  
 

On March 25th, 300 screaming and 

excited 6th grade students helped  

to make the 15th annual Cheney  

Middle School Bowling Tournament  

a smashing success.  The two-hour  

event showcased studentsô bowling  

skills, and emphasized school spirit  

and the technical aspects of the game  

of bowling.  The event also featured world famous guest 

bowler Axle Thunder, appearing on his vintage Harley  

Davidson.  Also, FISH teacher Selinda Riggs received an 

award for her recent selection as the Professional Bowlers  

Associationôs State and National Teacher of the Year, saying 

she accepted on behalf of Mr. Lemcke and Mr. Ziemann as 

well, who work hard to make the event the success that it is. 

CHS Drama Club 2010 State  
Academic Champions  
 

The CHS Drama Club won the 2010 State Academic 

Championship with a grade point average of 3.446. 

Top row l to r: Riley Loughton, Bryan Wajall, 

Karen Capaul, Melissa Aris, Halie Champlin, 

Morgan Barton, Jacob Corrick.  Middle row: 

Kolten Shaw, Ben McGourin, Breanna Hewey, 

Kayli Lucas, Kasandra Porter, Jonathon Bailey. 

Bottom row: Charles Knapp, Amanda Burks-

dale, Martin McCray, and Sofia Day. 

This is a great opportunity for our 

writers to share their ideas with 

others.  

Pictured above are Amanda Barksdale, 

Ariana Fletcher-Alton, Kasandra Porter, 

Kellen DeWeese, and Anna Swalling-Mastel. 


