
 

 

Celebrating Teacher Appreciation Week  
 

This week, May 3-9, we celebrate Teacher Appreciation Week, and I want to spend a moment or two reflecting on the power  

of teachers in our lives.  Each of us is the product of our culture, family values and those educational experiences that have 

helped shape us.  From the age of five, and through the age of 18 or beyond, we have spent at least six and one-half hours a  

day with teachers.  During that time, we have been exposed to information across a broad range of academic areas and been 

challenged to think and apply what we have learned.  This has helped shape who we are today. 
 

What is interesting to me is that I donôt often reflect on what I learned during those years as much as I do on the teachers who 

challenged me and set the expectations bar high.  As I started fourth grade, I was scared to death when I was told who my 

teacher was, as the word on the street was that this teacher was tough and would wrap your knuckles with a ruler (she didnôt).  

Through the luck of the draw, I had her for three years ï and the reality was that she would not let us fail.  She pushed us, and 

would pick us up and dust us off when we fell short of her expectations.  Miss Taylor, thanks! 
 

In junior high I had a music teacher who convinced a good number of us boys that we could sing, and thus was born the  

ñJaguar Gentsò barbershop group.  Now, if you heard me sing, you would know why I donôt today; but somehow she made  

us believe ï and we were even pretty good.  Thanks, Mrs. Moody! 
 

In high school I had a science teacher who somehow found a way to keep chemistry and physics fun.  It was more than learning 

the elements or learning about pulleys and levers.  It was relating it to the everyday life within the high school, and making us 

want to be there.  Thanks, Mr. Challen. 
 

For each of us, we can think back to a teacher or others within the educational system who have shaped us, or pointed us in  

a direction that has made a difference in our lives.  While this week we honor the current teachers within the Cheney School  

District, our thanks is also extended to those that have come before, and those that support the teachers every day. 
 

For those who have access to the teachers or staff that served them as students ï tell them thanks, as I thank all of you for  

allowing us to serve your children.  Teaching is indeed a noble profession. 
 

For our children, our community, our world, our future ~ 

 
Larry Keller 

Superintendent 

Important Dates:  

May 25 Memorial Day HolidayðNO SCHOOL 

June 3 Three Springs High School Commencement 

  Held at Betz Elementary School 

June 4 Robert Reid Elementary School Celebration 

June 5 Cheney High School Commencement 

  Held in EWU Pavilion 

June 12 Early Dismissal 11:30 a.m. - 

  Last Day of School 

Community Connections 
F o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  o u r  w o r l d ,  o u r  f u t u r e 

Friday Reminder : One hour late start for all schools in our district to provide for teacher collaborative  

  time. Your childôs school day begins one hour later; the buses run one hour later.  

Our essential foundations  
 High Expectations and Continuous Progress 

 

 Involvement and Engagement with School District 

 Community 
 

 Stewardship and Planning 

Go to www.cheneysd.org for more news and                

information about Cheney Public Schools. 

Cheney Middle School activities line: (509) 559-4488 

Cheney High School activities line: (509) 559-4120 

                                          May 2009 



ñMath is Coolò at Windsor Elementary  
 

Thursday, March 19, was the big day for the Fourth Grade Math is Cool Team.  

They had learned new concepts.  They had worked on teamwork, speed and  

accuracy.  Most of all, this group had great fun with mathematics. When the  

evening was over, they had won fifth place in the Team Competition. Team 

members were: Gabe Bro, Lexie Brooks, Helenor Cox, Jeff Fix, Andrew  

Jenkins, Alannah Lewis, Marshall Maloy, Caleb McCombie, Trace Morton, 

Malorie Otteson, Jack Peabody, Rylie Pease, Brock Winegar and Sydney Zapf.  

Malorie Otteson took home the prized shirt for high individual score.  Way to  

go, Wildcats. The next step will be the Math is Cool Masters in Moses Lake on Saturday, May 16. 

 

 Windsorôs Fifth Grade Math is Cool Team competed on Friday, April 17.   

 The team of Reba Eaton, Travis Eberle-Custer, Amanda Foster, Brandon  

 Foster, Aiden Hubbard, Adam Ingham, Julia Kimball, Devon Matson,  

 Scott Nadeau, Avery Oja, Dirk Ray, Dillon Simmons, Gabbi Tibbetts and  

 Alice Tyrie represented the Wildcats.  This group of students represented  

 the school in extraordinary style, completing individual and team events  

 including relays, multiple choice and college bowl.  Gabbi Tibbetts not only  

 won the high individual score award, she earned a plaque for eighth highest  

 competitor.  Congratulations to all of you, Wildcats! 

 HomeWorks! students spread spring cheer  
 

In April, several families from HomeWorks! were given the opportunity to brighten  

the day of the residents of Cheney Care Center.  Students drew pictures and made  

paper flowers to give the residents as they went from room to room visiting.  The  

residents loved seeing the kids and receiving the gifts the students had made for them. 

The students loved talking to the residents and even met a woman who is almost 102 

years old. 
 

HomeWorks! students were also able to serve the Care Center by planting new  

flowers in the courtyard. The residents will surely enjoy looking out in the courtyard  

to see all the wonderful colors of the flowers as they continue to bloom this summer.  

Our trip to the Cheney Care Center was a wonderful experience!  We enjoy giving  

back to the community of Cheney as much as possible.  If you would like more  

information about HomeWorks! please contact Sandra at 559-4586. 
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 Cheney Middle School 8th grade student  
 Masen McCormick selected as Chase  
 Youth Commission Award Recipient  
 

 Cheney Middle School 8th grade student Masen McCormick was honored  

 on March 26, 2009 on the campus of Whitworth University as a Chase  

 Youth Commission award recipient.  Masen was nominated in the category  

 of community involvement.  Masen is extremely active in his school and  

 community.  He enthusiastically participates in many activities such as  

student leadership, student government, athletics and activities, the Cheney Parks and Recreation Youth Commission, 

and the Youth Traffic Court program.  Masen is a natural-born leader and spent a week in Olympia at our state capitol 

paging for Senator Mark Schoesler.  He is well liked and respected as a leader by his teachers and peers.  Cheney  

Middle School is very proud of Masen for receiving this prestigious award!  

Lauryn Woller and Mia Brown 

http://www.sm5sxl.net/~mats/graphics/images/clipart/logos/house.png


  Three Springs High School graduation and enrollment news  
 

The Three Springs High School Class of 2009 commencement ceremony will be held on Wednesday, June 3, at 5:00 

p.m. in the Viking Room at Betz Elementary School.  This year Three Springs will be graduating ten seniors.  Created  

in 1998, this will be the 11th graduating class from our school.  Valedictorian honors for this year go to Hannah Stevens. 
 

Pre-enrollment for fall classes has also begun at the school.  Anyone interested in a non-traditional high school  

experience should call the registrar at 559-4587. 
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AVID program offered to 7th and 8th  
graders next year at CMS  
 

Cheney Middle School is proud to announce that AVID will be offered  

to next yearôs 7th and 8th graders.  AVID is an internationally acclaimed 

program; its mission is to promote college education and to  support  

students who show the potential for becoming college graduates.   It is  

an elective class during which students learn to work smarter in school, 

engage in tutorials facilitated by college students, learn about colleges  

and careers, and in high school actually apply for college, financial aid and scholarships.  Students and parents  

were invited to attend presentations explaining the program.  Interested students filled out an application form,  

and candidates will be interviewed by the AVID site team the first week of May.   

 ñMath is Coolò at Salnave too!  
 

 The Salnave Math Team competed very well in the Math Is Cool  

 Regional Championship held at Mount Spokane High School on  

 the evening of Friday, April 17.  Cheyenne Corrick won the ñBest  

 In Schoolò award, scoring 28 points to place 28th out of 363  

 competitors.  The Salnave team placed in the top half of Division  

 One schools, earning the 16th spot out of 37 teams, the highest any  

 Sparrowhawk team has ever placed.   
 

 Cheyenne Corrick, Daemon Endsley, Taylor Eoff, Chance Gleave,  

 Elizabeth Johansen, Jordan Kauwe, Adam Passey, and Arseniy Tepp  

 all represented Salnave to the highest standard and should be very  

 proud of their accomplishments.  

 Math Corner  
 

 District Math Adoption Committee  

 has made recommendations for  

 improving math success in the  

 Cheney School District: 
 

�ƒ�� CurriculumðCreate a reliable, consistent curriculum 

with guaranteed fidelity 
�ƒ�� InstructionðIncrease the time spent on math, espe-

cially for students who struggle 
�ƒ�� Professional DevelopmentðTeams will collaborate 

on improving math teaching and learning 
�ƒ�� AssessmentðCommon assessments for all math 

courses 

ñReid Remembersò Celebration 
 

Come celebrate the history of Robert Reid Elementary School. 

We will honor the rich history of Reid Elementary School and 

celebrate the future for our staff and students moving on to 

other buildings.  
 

We are looking for any photos, memorabilia, and guest  

speakers who would like to help us honor the collaboration 

between the University and Cheney School District. If  

you have items to share or would like to be a part of the  

ceremony, please contact Shannon Lawson at 559-4151 or 
slawson@cheneysd.org.  
 

When: Thursday, June 4 at 6:30 p.m. 

Where: Robert Reid Elementary School 


