
Betz students read 12,558 books 
 

Betz Elementary School implemented the Accelerated 

Reader program this school year in an effort to motivate  

students to read.  In the fall, all students were tested to  

determine their AR reading ranges to ensure that books  

were checked out according to these ranges.  Whenever  

students completed a book, they took a specific computer- 

generated test to determine their comprehension level.   

As of June 1, 2010, Betz students had read 12,558 AR  

books this year.  An amazing 92% of Betz students  

participated in the AR program, and the school is excited  

to see how this emphasis on reading will affect spring  

district and state assessment results.  

 

 

Honoring our students 
 

This monthôs column is very short.  Instead of providing a message from me, I want to dedicate this spaceðalong with 

the rest of the newsletterðto the accomplishments of our students.  We have had a great year and I want you, our parents 

and community, to see the power of your commitment to our kids.  Thanks for your support! 
 

For our children, our community, our world, our future ~ 

 
 

Larry Keller 

Superintendent 

Important Dates: 
 

June 11 Early Dismissal 11:30 a.m. - 

  Last Day of School   

 

September 1 First Day of School, 2010-2011 

 

September 6 Labor Day Holiday 

  NO SCHOOL 

 
Cheney Middle School activities line: (509) 559-4488 

Cheney High School activities line: (509) 559-4120 

Community Connections 
F o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  o u r  w o r l d ,  o u r  f u t u r e 

Windsor celebrates 50 years  
 

Fifty years of learning in the current Windsor Elementary 

School building were recently celebrated with cupcakes  

and bubbles!  Past Windsor teachers organized a  

commemoration of Windsorôs history, with an eye  

toward the future, and incorporating students, families, 

and community in the celebration.  While the building  

has been remodeled, including some changes to remain  

current, the ñWildcat Spiritò has not changed, and the  

commitment to excellence in education over the last  

fifty years continues today.  Happy birthday, Windsor  

Elementary! 

High school student academic accomplishments 
 

Congratulations to Three Springs and Cheney High School students on their academic accomplishments this year!   
 

Three Springs High School Valedictorian ï Holly Courson 

Cheney High School Valedictorian ï Dalton Harding 

Cheney High School Salutatorians ï Brittany Croy, Deanna Willman, Nathaniel Youmans 
 

CHS Spokane Scholars for 2010 were Rachael Edwards (Fine Arts), Dalton Harding (English), Samantha Harwood (World  

Language), Will Painter (Mathematics), Thomas Townsend (Science), and Nathaniel Youmans (Social Studies). 

                                          June 2010 

Salnave math strategies  
 

Salnave second graders have been learning a variety of 

strategies to add two and three digit numbers.  Students 

have the ability to choose the strategies that best fit their 

learning style to help them solve a variety of problems.  

They have such a deep number sense that it is sometimes 

easier for them to manipulate the parts of the numbers, 

rather than use the commonly known algorithm.  These 

strategies also improve their ability to communicate their 

thinking and understanding of mathematical concepts.  

They recently had the opportunity to teach these strategies 

to their parents and EWU students.  This has been a  

powerful learning experience for all. 



 

Visual and Performing Arts at CHS 
 

CHS studentsô talent was recognized in the Educational Service District (ESD) 101 art competition this year, with April Batchelor 

receiving the Avista Choice Award, while Monica Hoblin took second place.  End-of-year activities included the Visual Arts  

Senior Thesis on June 2; band participation in the Lilac Festival, Jazz Night which was held on May 18, and the last concert of the 

year on May 24.  Finally, the symphonic band and concert choir performed June 4 for the Class of 2010 Commencement at EWU. 

 Cheney High School Choir news    
 Cheney High School choirs had another successful year of providing entertainment  

 in the Cheney/Spokane area.  The Concert Choir and Music óNô Motion performed  

 for several community events, and enjoyed singing their holiday music for Provi- 

 dence Day Center, River Park Square and Lakeland Village.  These two choirs were  

 busy all year, fundraising for their trip to Disneyland where they participated in  

 Magic Music Days.  The choirs entertained Disneyland guests at the Carnation  

Plaza Gardens Stage and also participated in a Vocal Excellence Workshop directed by a Disney vocal professional.  In the  

workshop, the choirs sang and recorded vocal tracks from Lion King, High School Musical and Pirates of the Caribbean.   
 

All of the Cheney High School choirs participated in the Eastern Washington Music Educators Large Group Choral Festival in 

March.  The Womenôs and Intermediate Choirs received ratings of Excellent Plus, and the Concert Choir received a Superior  

rating.  These choirs also performed for the community at their fall, winter and spring concerts, and Music óNô Motion finished  

this yearôs performances in June with their end-of-the-year concert of vocal performance and dance. 
 

Congratulations to Kiyana Dickson, Seth Martin and Jessica Ziemann who were selected to participate in the Washington All-

State Choir.  These three students also participated in the Northeast Region Solo and Ensemble Festival, where Jessica won the 

soprano category and moved on to the state level competition.  Congratulations also to Choir Director Harlan Henderson who  

was recently honored by being selected as teacher of the year at Cheney High School.  

CHS students show well in national Cisco Netriders Competition 
 

Mr. Smithôs Cisco Networking Academy class competed in a national competition sponsored by Cisco Inc.  In the opening round, 

students teamed to take a timed test on network design and network concepts, competing against Washington state students.  Four 

Cheney teams placed in the top 10:  Dan Haider and Paul Grinder, Justin Houghton and Clint Bonnett, Colin Young and Devan 

Fillmore, and Zach Madison and Casey Barsness. 

 Betz students give back to others 
 

 One of the gifts we give our children is teaching them to give back to others.  Our Betz students have  

 certainly done that this year through a variety of activities and experiences.  Monetarily, our students,  

 families and friends supported St. Judeôs Childrenôs Hospital by raising $2,081 in a Math-a-Thon,  

 $5,125 for the American Heart Association through Jump Rope for Heart, $466 for the Cheney Food Bank  

 through the candy cane sale, and $503 for Pennies for Peace.  Additionally, our students brought over  

 200 personal care items for the Cheney Food Bank and 175 coats for orphans in Kyrgyzstan.  In our own  

 school community, our students have logged over 700 hours of volunteer service to our school through  

 P.E. Pals, Viking Volunteers, and Conflict Managersðall programs where students give up recess time in  

order to help others.  Matthew Merrill from Mrs. Collinsô kindergarten class (photo at left) raised the most money of any 

Betz student for the Math-a-Thon.  We can all be proud of the citizens of Betz and of the giving spirit they have shown. 

CHS FBLA successes  
 

The Cheney High School FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) completed an outstanding Winter Conference, with 19  

of its 31 competing members qualifying for state competition in 27 different events.  Club members had twelve first place  

finishes and eight second place finishes.  All members represented CHS with class, and with performances second to none.   

State qualifiers were:  Casey Barsness, Clint Bonnett, Jacob Falconer, Devon Fillmore, Michelle Frantilla, Hayden Gerstenkorn, 

Alex Gustafson, Don Haider, Justin Houghton, David Leong, Nick Llanto, Zach Madison, Jacob Mager, Erica Orth, Samee  

Silvieus, Brian Smith, Nash Springberry, John Toothacker, and Colin Young.  At the Washington State Conference in Yakima, 

Cheney FBLA continued its success, with seven students placing in eight different events, and Clint Bonnett, Jacob Falconer  

and Zach Madison qualifying for National Competition in Nashville, Tennessee. 
 

The Cheney High School FBLA was also very active in its community service events.  In December, FBLA gave away ten  

computers valued at $1,500 to qualifying families in the district.  In February, club members hosted a video game contest, where 

they raised $150 for the March of Dimes. 
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CHS athletes dominate!      
 

Great Northern League All Sports Winner    Cheney High School Senior Tri-Athletes: 
 

Teams Making State Playoffs Great Northern League Coaches of the Year Dalton Harding  Football, Basketball, 

Baseball Todd Hering Boys Track     Baseball 

Boys & Girls Cross Country Tom Stralser Girls Track Daniel Igbinoba  Football, Basketball, 

Girls Golf Special Olympics Basketball Tournament  Soccer 

Boys & Girls Soccer Cameron Finley and Elizabeth Perry, Gold Medals DeAngelo Jones Football, Basketball,  

Softball Special Olympics Track & Field Meet  Track & Field 

Boys & Girls Swim Cameron Finley, Silver Medal & 5th Place Ribbon Zachary Madison Cross Country, Boys 

Boys & Girls Track & Field Elizabeth Perry, Silver Medal & 5th Place Ribbon  Swim, Boys Tennis 

Wrestling Myra Weaver, Two Gold Medals & 1 Silver Medal Ryan Pederson Football, Wrestling, 

Great Northern League Champions:     Baseball 

Baseball Girls Track Boys Track  Girls Cross Country Boys Soccer  Girls Soccer Kadeem Smalls Football, Basketball, 

District 7 Champions:          Baseball 

Baseball Girls Soccer Girls Track Boys Track       Emily Stralser Cross Country, 

2009-10 State Team Finishes:        Basketball, Track & Field 

Boys Soccer, 2nd Place Girls Cross Country, 4th Place     Boys Cross Country, 11th Place Michael Stralser Cross Country, 

Girls Track, 7th Place Boys Track, 11th Place  Girls Soccer, 2nd Place  Basketball, Track & Field 

Baseball, Top 8 Finish Softball, Top 16 Finish  Boys Swim, 9th Place 2A State High Jump Champion DeAngelo Jones 

Athletic Teams that made District Playoffs:     2010 2A State Soccer Sportsmanship Award: 

Baseball Boys & Girls Basketball Boys & Girls Cross Country Boys & Girls Golf Austin Walker, May 28, Cheney vs. Toppenish 

Boys & Girls Soccer Boys & Girls Track Boys & Girls Swim Wrestling Softball Xavier Day, May 29, Cheney vs. Bellingham 
 

Girlsô Soccer Team was selected as State Class 2A Fall 2009 Academic Champions.  With an overall team grade point average of 3.838, not only 

was their GPA the highest within the 2A classification, it was the highest within all classifications!  

 

Students score well on National Spanish Examinations 
 

Congratulations to several world language students from Cheney High School who attained national recognition for excellent per-

formance on the 2010 National Spanish Examinations.  Students from CHS earned a total of 2 gold, 3 silver, and 7 bronze medals.  

ñAttaining a medal or honorable mention for any student on the National Spanish Examinations is very prestigious,ò said Kevin 

Cessna-Buscemi, National Director of the exams, ñbecause the exams are the largest of their kind in the United States, with 125,915 

students participating in 2010.ò  Students from CHS have a long history of high achievement on these exams, and were taught by 

Spanish teachers Marisa Sheldon, Rachel Martin, Melvie Strampe, and Shasta Ruddock-Doll.  Gold medal winners were Lea Cardon 

and Amy Boles; silver medal winners were  Marianna Redder, Thomas Townsend, and Nathaniel Youmans; and bronze medal  

winners were Samantha Bingaman, Ben Bissel, Ryan Ford, Ross Grambo, Will Painter, Kevin Robinson, and Mathew Townsend. 
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CMS good news 
 

Cheney Middle School teacher Tammie Schrader received a 

$25,000 grant from the Office of the Superintendent of Public 

Instruction for the new Career Technical Education class based 

on renewable resources. 
 

Caleb Kenison, CMS 8th grade math and science teacher, was 

named the recipient of a $10,000 Technology Integration grant 

from the Qwest Foundationðone of only nine in the state  

presented to teachers for their cutting edge development of 

technology in the classroom. 
 

CMS student Joseph Hatzinikolis was selected in March as  

the recipient of the Chase Youth Commission Community  

Involvement Award. 
 

Cheney High School awards 
 

CHS received a Bronze Medal award from U.S. News & World 

Report, reflecting a ñBest High Schoolò designation.  This  

recognition is based on the key principles that a great high 

school must serve all of its students well, not just those who  

are college-bound.   
 

CHS drama students were selected 2010 State 2A Academic 

Champions, with a cumulative grade point average of 3.446. 

Sunset highlights of 2009-10 
 

Apple AwardðSunset Elementary received a $25,000 award 

from the Washington legislature based upon the improvement 

of 4th grade students on the WASL from 2007-08 to 2008-09.  

This award honored five elementary schools in the state that 

demonstrated outstanding improvement on the test.  Students 

direct the use of these funds for capital projects, and our stu-

dents chose to add a climbing wall and playground equipment. 
 

21st Century After School ProgramðSunset received a 

$100,000 grant to create an after school program.  The Trail-

blazers program served over 100 Sunset students, providing 

intervention in reading and mathematics five days per week, 

taught by Sunset teachers and paraprofessionals.  In addition, 

students in the program took part in physical fitness via a  

partnership with Airway Heights Parks & Recreation.  This 

program is expected to continue for four years on grant funding, 

and Sunset is working on a plan for sustainability. 
 

Kids are GrowingðMrs. Maurer applied, and Sunset was  

selected for a grant to purchase and equip a greenhouse for the 

courtyard gardening program.  Sunset is pursuing partnerships 

with WSU Food Sense, the WSU Master Gardeners, and with 

other organizations in our community to use these resources to 

teach students about gardening, conservation and science. 



 Cheney Middle School Band Awards for 2009-10 
 

 The middle school sent three bands to the Eastern Washington Music Educators  

 Band Festival at EWU in March.  The 6th grade band, concert band and symphonic  

 band performed for a panel of distinguished music educators.  All three of these  

 bands were awarded a ñSuperiorò rating!  The CMS jazz band took second place  

 at the Jazz Northwest Festival hosted at Mead High School.  They also participated  

 in the Columbia Basin College Jazz Unlimited Festival.  Sarah Fix was named  

 an outstanding sax soloist and Xavier Meyer was named an outstanding trombone  

 soloist.  The trombone section won the outstanding trombone section award, and  

the jazz band took 1st place in the middle school division.  To cap off the year, the middle school marching band of 120  

7th and 8th grade students marched in the Jr. Lilac Parade.  This yearôs theme was ñLights, Camera, Action,ò and for this  

yearôs theme the kids played a medley of the ñStar Wars and Raiders of the Lost Ark March.ò  A drill team was added,  

coached by former student Krista Prang and band parent Michelle Simmons, and truly enhanced the performance.   

CHS FCCLA Lifesmarts team 
 

The Cheney High School Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) Lifesmarts team recently  

won the state competition and competed at the national competition in Miami, Florida.  The team included James Borchers,  

Raman Kaur, David Leong, Jacob Mager and Nash Springberry.  LifeSmarts is a competition in which each student is tested  

in the areas of personal finance, health, safety, the environment, technology, and consumer rights and responsibilities.   

Cheney Public Schools complies with all federal and state rules and 

regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, religion, 

color, national origin, honorably discharged veteran or military status, 

economic status, gender, sexual orientation including gender expression or 

identity, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability, or the 

use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, 

pregnancy, familial status, marital status, or age.  This holds true for all 

students who are  interested in participating in educational programs and/or 

extracurricular school activities.  Inquiries regarding compliance and/or 

grievance procedures may be directed to the school districtôs Title IX/

RCW 28A.640 Officer/ADA Coordinator or Section 504 Coordinator.   

Or inquiries may be directed to the Director of the Office of Civil Rights, 

Department of HEW, Washington, D.C. 
 

Title IX/Chapter 28A.640 Officer/ADA Coordinator 

Dr. Debra Clemens, Assistant Superintendent  

Cheney School District, 520 Fourth Street 

Cheney, WA  99004  Phone:  (509) 559-4550 
 

Section 504 Coordinator 

Kristi Thurston, Director, Student Support Services 
Cheney School District, 520 Fourth Street  

Cheney, WA  99004  Phone:  (509) 559-4507      
  

Requests for Disclosure of Public Records Printed on recycled paper. 

Sharon Throop, Public Records Officer 

Cheney School District, 520 Fourth Street 

CHENEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
520 Fourth Street 

Cheney, Washington  99004 
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District awards and accomplishments 
 

Cheney High School Band Awards for 2009-10 
 

2009-10 Jazz Ensembles: Marching Band: 

*EWU Jazz Dialog *Cavalcade of Bands   

Outstanding Trombone Section 1st Place AA Division  

*Lionel Hampton Jazz Festival Best Brass and Winds  

Outstanding AA Jazz Ensemble Best Percussion 

*CBC Jazz Unlimited *PNW Marching Championships  

Jazz Ið1st Place AA Division 2nd Place A Division  

Outstanding Rhythm Section *Harvest Marching Band Festival   

Jazz IIð3rd Place A Division 1st Place AA Division 

 Best Percussion 

Individual Awards:  

*EWMEA Solo Festival Wind Ensemble: 

Lucas Barryð1st Place Saxophone *CBC Wind Festival 

Rachael Edwardsð2nd Place Flute 2 Superior Awards  Percussion Ensembles: 

*EWMA Solo Festival Outstanding Horn Section  * EWMEA Solo & Ensemble  

Chris Knoxð2nd Place Trumpet Outstanding Low Brass/  CHS Percussion Ið1st Place 

EWME Solo Festival Woodwind Section  CHS Percussion IIð3rd Place 

Lauren McKinleyð3rd Place Mallets Outstanding Musician Lucas Barry     

Cheney High School Marching Band 


