
 

 

Honoring our students  
 

This monthôs column is very short.  Instead of providing a message from me, I want to dedicate this spaceðalong with 

the rest of the newsletterðto the accomplishments of our students.  We have had a great year and I want you, our parents 

and community, to see the power of your commitment to our kids.  Thanks for your support! 
 

For our children, our community, our world, our future ~ 

 
 

Larry Keller 

Superintendent 

Important Dates:  
 

June 12 Early Dismissal 11:30 a.m. - 

  Last Day of School   

 

September 2 First Day of School, 2009-2010 

 

September 7 Labor Day Holiday 

  NO SCHOOL 

 

 

Community Connections 
F o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  o u r  w o r l d ,  o u r  f u t u r e 

Friday Reminder : One hour late start for all schools in our district to provide for teacher collaborative  

  time. Your childôs school day begins one hour later; the buses run one hour later.  

Our essential foundations  
 High Expectations and Continuous Progress 

 

 Involvement and Engagement with School District 

 Community 
 

 Stewardship and Planning 

Go to www.cheneysd.org for more news and                

information about Cheney Public Schools. 

Cheney Middle School activities line: (509) 559-4488 

Cheney High School activities line: (509) 559-4120 

                                          June-July 2009 

High School Student Accomplishments  
 

Congratulations to Three Springs and Cheney High School students on their academic accomplishments this year!   

 

Three Springs High School Valedictorian ï Hannah Stevens 

Cheney High School Valedictorian ï Desiree Marie Winters 

Cheney High School Salutatorians ï Tyler Verl Olson and Marissa Noel Gill 
 

CHS Spokane Scholars for 2009 were Marissa Gill, Josie Heinrich, Madison Nielson, Tyler Olson, Samuel Shellabarger, 

and Desiree Winters. 
 

FCCLA Club members Saraj Bailey, Marco Bertone, Austa Knutson, Mercury Springberry, and Nash Springberry won a 

state online LifeSmarts competition. 
 

At the Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) Districts held in Spokane in early February, Zach Madison, Erica 

Orth, and Nash Springberry qualified for the state FBLA competition. 
 

Amy Boles, a junior, received the second highest score in the state of Washington on the National German Exam. 
 

Desiree Winters was a semi-finalist in the Letters About Literature essay contestðone of 167 semi-finalists out of 2,379 

entries in the state of Washington. 
 

Marissa Young placed first at the 2009 Regional High School Art Show with her creation ñBlowing in the Wind.ò 



Visual and Performing Arts at CHS  
 

The Visual and Performing Arts ramped it up several notches during May and June with the following cultural events:  The  

Visual Arts Senior Thesis was held on June 3, the band performed in the Lilac Festival, Jazz Night was held on May 28, and the 

end-of-the-year concert was June 2.  The wind ensemble performed June 5 for the Class of 2009 Commencement at EWU, and 

Mr. Hendersonôs Music óNô Motion presented another exceptional performance May 26th. 
 

The Visual Arts Department administered the Classroom Based Performance Assessment to four ceramics classes this spring.   

The project was to design and create a functional and decorative standard-sized mug that promoted a zoo.  The required written 

component included describing methods of modeling and design elements that were used. 

 Windsor students study Japanese culture  
 

 Each spring the students in Mrs. McAdamsô first grade class cross the globe to study  

 the people and customs of Japan.  They learn about many customs and traditions such  

 as taking their shoes off before entering their room and wearing kimonos and getas  

 (footwear).  They learn various greetings and phrases, as well as counting to 10, the days  

 of the week and the months of the year.  This provides a wonderful opportunity to blend  

 their knowledge of Japanese culture with the academic curriculum of an American  

 student.  Recently the students learned how to wash and cook sticky rice the Japanese  

 way.  Then, using chopsticks, they ate it with a variety of authentic Japanese seasonings.  

Afterwards, they combined their knowledge of sequence of events with Lucy Calkinsô model of ñHow To Booksò to create a  

detailed ñrecipe,ò complete with directions and illustrations.  What a great way to integrate curriculum. 
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CHS DECA, FCCLA and FBLA successes  
 

The DECA-operated school-based enterprise (SBE) at CHS was one of only 44 school stores in the nation to achieve Gold Level 

Certification for 2009.   The students that worked on the certification are to be commended for this outstanding achievement.   

This yearôs participants were Millie Holy, Raman Kaur and Stephanie Penning.  The school store was recognized for this accom-

plishment at DECAôs International Career Development Conference (ICDC) in Anaheim, California in April.  For those attending 

ICDC for this recognition, they participated in an SBE Academy, where they learned school store best practices from over 100 

other excellent school stores. 
 

The Cheney FBLA Chapter has been busy this year.  In April, the chapter had six students compete at the FBLA state  

competition.  Erica Orth and Nash Springberry teamed up to finish 4th in Management Decision Making, while Zach Madison 

(Help Desk) and the team of Joey Sexton, Meagan Roberts and Casey Barsness (Web Design) finished in the top 10 at state. 
 

Our FBLA, FCCLA and DECA chapters also donated to charities this year to give back to our community.  The FCCLA Chapter 

did some community service projects that benefited Sacred Heart Childrenôs Hospital and Feed the Children.  Our FBLA Chapter 

hosted a charity video game contest at Cheney High School in February and raised $350 for the March of Dimes, and the DECA 

Chapter partnered with Boydôs Coffee Company and Otis Spunkmeyer, Inc. to raise $1,300 for Hospice of Spokane. 

 Cheney High School Choir news    
 Cheney High School Choirs had another successful year of community involvement  

 for Cheney and Spokane. The Concert Choir and Music óNô Motion contributed  

 entertainment to raise funds for a Spokane youth program, and the Holy Family  

 Adult Day Center appreciated a lively show.  Music óNô Motion enjoyed providing  

 holiday music for the Cheney Tree Lighting festivities and the holiday music  

 continued with Concert Choir and Music óNô Motion bringing cheer to shoppers at  

 River Park Square.  These two choirs were busy all year, fundraising for their trip  

 to the west side of the state to perform in Olympia for our legislators in the Capitol 

Building rotunda and then on to sing at two Seattle area high schools. 
 

All the Cheney High School Choirs participated in the Eastern Washington Music Educators Large Group Choral Festival in 

March.  The Womenôs and Intermediate Choirs received ratings of Excellent, and the Concert Choir received a Superior rating. 

These choirs also performed for the community at their fall, winter and spring concerts, and Music óNô Motion finished this 

yearôs performances in May with their end-of-the-year concert of vocal performance and dance. 
 

Congratulations to Cody Passey and Seth Martin who made All-State Choir, and to Brennan Mowreader and Mario Sheldon who 

qualified for the All-Northwest Choir.  Congratulations also to Choir Director Harlan Henderson, who was recently honored by 

being selected to direct the Bi-County Choir, consisting of students from schools all over Eastern Washington.  



An abundance of young  
poets at Betz  
 

Last winter, the three second grade classes at Betz 

spent time studying and writing poetry.  Students  

wrote poems ranging from Haiku to free verse.   

Mrs. Magee, Mrs. Morgan, and Mrs. Tilque sent the 

studentsô writing to the National Schools Project, and 

thirty-seven poems written by kids from Betz were  

chosen for publication in the Young American Poetry Digest.  A copy of the book containing their poems will be donated to the Betz 

library next fall.  Hopefully, all the newly-published authors will provide autographs as soon as the book arrives! 
 

Betz 2nd Grade Poets:  Jackson Schreiber, Anthony Quiroz, Aleyna Quiroz, Steve Pena, Chad Norman, Joshua Hyde, Colton Huotari, 

Rachel Hove, Michael Bozeman,  Skyler Bradley, Alex Cantu, Porter Dickson, Agustin Fernandez,  Jake Hallock,  Alex Hill, Jaymee 

Knutson, Sheamus Mahoney, Luke Martin, Zach Nance, Gage Onda, Sierra OôNeill, Mira Pederson, Collin Peirone, Gabe Sindlinger, 

Sophia Stuart, Dillon Yarber, Jordan Agee, Rhiannon Falkner, BreeAnna Geary, Skylar Huck, Kyle Marek, Dillon Newbry, Emily 

Reisenauer, Jacob Riggs, Bennett Soliday, Amber Weatherbee, Tate Draper, Imelda Hernandez, Madison Stephens, Brayden Tucker 

and Abigail Chase.   
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CHS Athletes Dominate!  
      CHS Athletes State Placers: 
Teams Making State Playoffs Great Northern League Coaches of the Year Ruston Babcock/Matt Nadeau/ (Relay) 

Baseball Jay Martin Boys Cross Country   Joel Watts/Wade Watts Boys Swim 

Boys Track Cassie Hare Volleyball Josh Bradley Wrestling 

Girls Track Wade Schlotter Wrestling Shaley Ham/Shelby Maurer/ (Relay) 

Boys Golf Todd Hering Boys Track Crystal Simmons/Emily Stralser Girls Track 

Girls Golf Tom Stralser Girls Track DeAngelo Jones Boys Track 

Boys Swim Chris Hoppe Boys Swim Shelby Maurer/Crystal Simmons/ (Relay) 

Girls Swim CHS State Special Olympics Placers: Emily Stralser/Mikaela Young Girls Track 

Soccer Jessica Curdow  Shelby Maurer Girls Track 

Girls Soccer Cameron Finley  Brandon Moseley Wrestling 

Wrestling Jacob Sheridan  Matt Nadeau Boys Swim 

Great Northern League Champions:    Jeff Rodgers Boys Track 

Baseball Girls Track Boys Track  Boys Cross Country Boys Soccer Matt Spall Boys Swim 

District 7 Champions:       Michael Spall Boys Swim 

Girls Soccer Girls Track Boys Track Boys Cross Country   Emily Stralser Girls Track 

2008-09 State Team Finishes:       Joel Watts Boys Swim 

Boys Soccer, 2nd Place Boys Cross Country, 4th Place Girls Track, 6th Place Wade Watts Boys Swim 

Boys Track, 13th Place Baseball, Top 16 Finish     Nathaniel Youmans Boys Track 

Athletic Teams that made District Playoffs:     Diondreô Moore Young Boys Track 

Baseball Boys Basketball Girls Basketball Boys Cross Country Mikaela Young Girls Track 

Girls Cross Country Boys Golf Girls Golf Girls Soccer Boys Soccer Softball Arik Zachman Boys Cross Country

Steve Arensmeyer selected by 
students as CHS Teacher of the 
Year   
 

 

 Math Corner  

 

 Get a jump on math this  
 summer!  
 

Many kids this summer will use their home computers  

to visit with their classmates on Messenger, watch their  

favorite YouTube videos or take care of their virtual 

WEBkinz pets.  Students can add a math site to their  

favorites and get a head start on mathematics for the  

2009-2010 school year by visiting these sites: 

Elementary Math Program:  Math Connects 
Go to http://macmillanmh.com/math/mathconnects/index.html 

Middle School Math Program:  Prentice Hall 
Go to http://www.phschool.com/atschool/txtbk_res_math.html 

High School Math Program:  Holt 

Go to http://go.hrw.com/gopages/ma-al.html 

http://macmillanmh.com/math/mathconnects/index.html
http://www.phschool.com/atschool/txtbk_res_math.html
http://go.hrw.com/gopages/ma-al.html


Lilly Olson, 2009  

State Solo 3rd Place in  

Euphonium Horn 
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Cheney Public Schools complies with all state and federal rules and 

regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, gender, sexual orientation, disability, familial status, marital status, 

or age.  This holds true for all students who are  interested in participating 

in educational programs and/or extracurricular school activities.  Inquiries 

regarding compliance and/or grievance procedures may be directed to the 

school districtôs Title IX/RCW 28A.640 Officer and/or ADA Coordinator 

or Section 504 Coordinator.  Or inquiries may be directed to the Director 

of the Office of Civil Rights, Department of HEW, Washington, D.C. 
 

Title IX/Chapter 28A.640 Officer/ADA Coordinator 

Dr. Debra Clemens, Assistant Superintendent  

Cheney School District, 520 Fourth Street 

Cheney, WA  99004  Phone:  (509) 559-4550 
 

Section 504 Coordinator 

Kristi Thurston, Director, Student Support Services 

Cheney School District, 520 Fourth Street  

Cheney, WA  99004  Phone:  (509) 559-4507      
Printed on recycled paper.  

Requests for Disclosure of Public Records 

Sharon Throop, Public Records Officer 

Cheney School District, 520 Fourth Street 

Cheney, WA  99004  Phone:  (509) 559-4502         
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 Meagan Roberts wins design contest  
  
 Cheney High School student Meagan Roberts entered a contest through the local 

 Construction Career Fair, for which she created a t-shirt design for next yearôs  

 fair, and she won the competition!  The Construction Fair is attended each year  

 by high school students throughout the area, including students from CHS. 
 

 In the photo at left, Meagan is being presented with a $100 check by Wayne  

 Brokaw, Executive Director of Inland Northwest Associated General Contractors 

 America, Kathy Atha, Business Solutions Associate for WorkSource Spokane, and 

 Mark Altmar, Member Development Coach for Americorps.  Way to go, Meagan! 

District awards and accomplishments  
 

Cheney High School Band Awards for 2008 -09:  
 

2008-09 Jazz Ensembles: 2008-09 Percussion Ensemble: 2008-09 Wind Ensemble: 

Jazz Ensemble I Percussion I  *EWMEA Large Group 

*EWU Jazz Dialog * EWMEA Large Group Percussion  All Superior Awards 

Outstanding Trombone Section 1st Place in Region *CBC Jazz Unlimited 

Outstanding Soloist (Joe Youmans) WIAA/WMEA State Competition All Superior Awards 

*Lionel Hampton Jazz Festival 3rd Place in State  Outstanding Trumpet 

Outstanding AA Band Individual Awards  Section (AA/AAAA Room) 

Outstanding Musician Awards: WMEA Regional Solo & Ensemble: Soloist Awards:  

     Kelsey Schultz  Joe Youmans-Trumpet (Winner)  Rachael Edwards 

     Joe Youmans  Lilly Olson-Baritone (Winner)  Lilly Olson   

     Lauren McKinley  Rachael Edwards-Flute (1st Alt.)   

     Matt Piper  Kelsey Schultz-Alto Sax (1st Alt.) 

*Jazz Northwest  Lucas Barry-Alto Sax (2nd Alt.) 

1st Place AA Division     

*CBC Jazz Unlimited Marching Band 2008: 

1st Place AA Division *Cavalcade of Bands�² Pasco 

Soloist Awards: 1st Place AA Division 

     Kelsey Schultz  Best Brass and Winds 

     Joe Youmans  Best General Effect   

     Quindrey Davis  Best Auxiliary (Color Guard)     

Outstanding Trumpet Section  5th Place Overall    

 (AA/AAAA Room) *Pacific NW Marching Band     

*Mt. Hood Jazz Festival  Championships�² Spokane   

2nd Place (Division IV) Champions A Division     

Soloist Awards:  Best Brass and Winds     

     Joe Youmans  Best Auxiliary (Color Guard)    

     Matt Piper  Best General Effect     

     Quindrey Davis  Best Marching    

    *Puget Sound Festival of Bands 

  Best Auxiliary 


