
Community Connections 
F o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  o u r  w o r l d ,  o u r  f u t u r e 

Friday Reminder : One hour late start for all schools in our district to provide for teacher collaborative  

  time. Your childôs school day begins one hour later; the buses run one hour later.  

Our essential foundations  
 High Expectations and Continuous Progress 

 

 Involvement and Engagement with School District 

 Community 
 

 Stewardship and Planning 

Go to www.cheneysd.org for more news and                

information about Cheney Public Schools. 

Cheney Middle School activities line: (509) 559-4488 

Cheney High School activities line: (509) 559-4120 

                                          January 2010 

Important Dates:  
 

January 18 NO SCHOOL 

  Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 19 ñSEE THE NEEDò CMS TOUR 

  11:00ð12:00 or 5:00ð6:00 p.m. 

January 21 ñSEE THE NEEDò CMS TOUR 

  11:00ð12:00 or 5:00ð6:00 p.m. 

February 12 NO SCHOOL 

  Learning Improvement Day   

February 15 NO SCHOOLðPresidentsô Day 

 

 

 

2010 ðChallenges and opportunities  
 
Happy New Year!  2009 was a year of excellence for the Cheney Public Schools.  Sunset Elementary was one of only five  

elementary schools recognized by our state legislature, with an Apple Award worth $25,000, for improved test scores on  

statewide testing this past year.  Two weeks ago, Cheney High School was selected as a Bronze Medalist by U.S. News  

and World Reportðone of 1750 high schools in the nation receiving recognition, and one of only two in Spokane County.  

 

The district remains steadfast in our commitment to academic excellence even with these tough economic times.  We are  

well on our way with the implementation of a new math curriculum in grades K-12, and have continued our push toward  

common assessments.  We have instituted a program to widen our collaborative process by creating grade level meetings 

across all of our elementary schools, and we are underway in the implementation of a new pupil progress reporting system  

in our elementary schools which will more tightly link the new state standards to the reporting of each studentôs progress.  

 

As the district looks to 2010, our sleeves are rolled up, and the staff is hard at work to make sure that we can meet the needs  

of our students.   We are focused on a construction bond to make sure, as the West Plains continues to grow, there is enough 

space for our kids.  With over 900 students at a middle school built for 700, and with portables dotting our elementary and 

middle school landscapes, now is the time for us to take the next step.  Enclosed within this newsletter is a fact sheet that  

provides additional details concerning the bond.  It is our goal to be transparent in this process, and clearly understand that  

we are the Cheney Public Schoolsðserving Airway Heights, Cheney and the Greater West Plains.  Please review the fact 

sheet and, if you have any questions, call us at the district office.    

 

Thanks for your support, and I look forward to a great 2010 and beyondðmaintaining the excellence that has defined the  

Cheney School District.  For every challenge there is an opportunity, and our goal is to make sure that we do not miss an  

opportunity. 
 
 

For our children, our community, our world, our future ~ 

 

 

Lawrence R. Keller 

Superintendent 

 



CMS ñPortfolio Pride Nightò makes us proud! 
 

On November 4, over 130 students and parents showed up for our first ever ñPortfolio 

Pride Night.ò  This opportunity was a chance for students who had been taking an art 

class with Mrs. Syrie to show and share their artwork with their parents/guardians and 

family members, during the last week of first quarter.  Throughout the quarter, each  

student kept an ñartistôs portfolioò where they put all of their art class work, project  

reflections, class vocabulary, awards and other ñProud-ofs.ò    It was set up much like a 

student-led conference with an ñopen house/drop-inò type feel.   It was different from  

a ñregularò conference, however, as the emphasis was not necessarily on grades but,  

instead, on the studentôs enjoyment of the class and the process each student went through to create each art product.  Some  

student products that were displayed were ceramic pottery from 8th grade ceramic students, a paper memory quilt, as well as 

ñlarger than life shoe drawingsò and ceramic pottery that 6th graders created.   There was a scavenger hunt each family could 

complete, which helped familiarize them with the art room and other key ñartsyò places in the school, as well as door prizes, 

cookies and refreshments, live pottery wheel-throwing demonstrations and more!  In attendance were a few other CMS  

teachers and administrators, which helped make the night a success as well.  The overall response has been wonderful and very 

positive.  Thanks to all the families who attended, and for those of you with a 6th, 7th or 8th grade art student second quarterð

your  ñPortfolio Pride Nightò will be Wednesday,  January 27 from 6:00-7:30 p.m.  We look forward to seeing you then! 
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 Airway Heights park named after  
 former teacher, Terry Cleveland  
 

 In honor of the late Sunset Elementary School teacher Terry Cleveland,  

 the Airway Heights City Council recently approved a resolution  

 naming a park in the Sunset Crossing development area Terry C.  

 Cleveland Park.  Former Sunset Elementary students Jim Patten and  

 Jeff Brady took the lead and spread the word in suggesting Terry C. 

 Cleveland as the name for the park.  Within 72 hours, 64 votes had  

 been cast, including many former students and citizens of the  

 community.  It was unanimously decided to honor the late Mr.  

 Cleveland in this manner.  After retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel  

 in the U.S. Air Force, Mr. Cleveland taught sixth grade at Sunset  

 Elementary from 1965 to 1986.  He was Teacher of the Year in 1986,  

and the first inductee into EWU's Robert Reid Teachers Hall of Fame.  A dedication ceremony is planned for late spring 2010.  

Vivid, fond memories from over 20 years ago were shared by past teachers of Cheney School District, who considered him  

an old-fashioned gentleman and a wonderful role model for his students.  His impact on students was life-long, based on his 

consistent and caring manner.  A proclamation was read by Mayor Pederson and given to Mr. Clevelandôs family for his out-

standing accomplishments, length of service, inspiration and motivating his students to lead successful lives.  A dedication 

ceremony is planned for late spring 2010. 

Salnave students meet Nick,  
the reindeer  
  

Nick, the reindeer, visited students at Salnave Elementary School  

recently.  His visit was provided at no charge to the school district by 

Sonya Benhardt of The Reindeer Express in Reardan.  Sonya and Santa 

shared facts about Nick and the other reindeer with the students, and  

took photographs as well. Those who met Nick, students and adults alike, 

were extremely excited to have the opportunity to pet a live reindeer.  

One of their favorite parts of the visit was when Nick had to make his 

way through the doorway, and had to figure out how to do that with  

his rack of antlers.  He would tuck his head down, turn a little this way  

and a little that way, andðpoof!ðthrough the normal size doorway  

he went!  This will definitely be one of those special experiences  

remembered by students and adults for the rest of their lives. 

Joyce Cleveland, Chuck Cleveland and 

Terryôs wife Renee receive framed proclamation.  



CHS activities and athletics information available on -line  
 

You can check out the Cheney High School website at www.cheneysd.org ª Our Schools º Athletics º Choose Sport º 

Desired Schedule º View Schedule.  Please feel free to call the Activity Line at 559-4120, or the main CHS line at 559-4000. 

Register your child for the 
READY! for Kindergarten Program  
 

Starting school is an exciting time for children. To ensure your 

child is best prepared, Cheney Public Schools now offers free 

classes for district parents of children from birth to age five. 

READY! for Kindergarten provides important information on  

how children grow and learn. It supplies parents with simple  

activities to make learning fun and all participants receive free 

books, learning aids and school readiness training. 
 

Winter Class Options: 
 

Sat., Jan. 23 Windsor Elementary 

*9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 5504 W. Hallett Rd., Spokane 
 

Sat., Jan. 30 Sunset Elementary 

*9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 12824 W. 12th, Airway Heights 
 

Sat., Feb. 6 Salnave Elementary 

*9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 1015 Salnave Rd., Cheney 
 

*If this class will be your first time, please come 1/2 hour early 

to receive your notebook and orientation materials. 

Page 3 

DECA Qualifiers go to State  
Competition!  
 

Nineteen Cheney DECA students recently competed at SCC  

with 750 other area students from 16 high schools.  Eleven of  

the nineteen students qualified for the State Competition in  

Bellevue, Washington on March 4-7.  In order to put this large  

percentage of Cheney students who qualified into perspective,  

a GSL high school qualified 3 students out of 31 participants!   

Following are the qualifiers and their awards: 

1st PlaceðClint BonnettðBuying and Merchandising 

1st PlaceðJacob FalconerðBuying and Merchandising 

1st PlaceðMillie HolyðBusiness Services Marketing 

3rd PlaceðNicole AbnourðFashion Merchandising Promotion 

3rd PlaceðKerri KobaraðFashion Merchandising Promotion 

State QualifierðTully KerrðMarketing Management Series 

State QualifiersðApril Batchelor and Caitlin MillerðSports and Entertainment Marketing 

State QualifiersðKryss Adams and Almonia SimmonsðBusiness Law and Ethics 

AlternateðShaley HamðHotel and Lodging Management 

Congratulations to all of our fine DECA students! 

Math Corner  
 

Online math support for elementary students  

Elementary students can access Math Connects by visiting 

http://macmillanmh.com/math/mathconnects/index.html.  

Student-friendly features include: 

Virtual Manipulative 

Interactive Games 

Timed Math Facts 
 

Access to the student book online requires a password.   
Here they are for each grade level: 

1st GradeðA1875256AC 4th GradeðBFF2979C70 

2nd GradeðC0D8FA1C7E 5th GradeðCDA98DCC15 

3rd GradeðE645B67F0E 5th/6th Gr.ðBAE289A8AE 

Front Row (L to R):  Millie Holy, Kerri Kobara, Nicole  

Abnour, Almonia Simmons, Kryss Adams, Clint Bonnett 

Back Row (L to R):  Caitlin Miller, April Batchelor, Shaley 

Ham, Tully Kerr, Jacob Falconer 

CHS receives Bronze Medal award from U.S. News & World Report  
 

Cheney High School has received a Bronze Medal award from U.S. News & World Report.  The U.S. News recognition is 

based on the key principles that a great high school must serve all of its students well, not just those who are college-bound, 

and it must be able to produce measurable academic outcomes to show the school is successfully educating its student body 

across a range of performance indicators.  Only 1750 high schools across the country received medal status.  Way to go, CHS! 


