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2009 0 Looking ahead

Happy New Year! As we close the Cheney Public Schools book for 2008, we do so with pride in the reflection of
academic achievement, great community support, and a staff commitment to each and every student within our districi

The year 2009 will be not one of fAchallenges, d but o
will have to be creative to ensure that we can continue to provide the programs that make Cheney Public Schools you
district of choice. To that end, through the levy process our community has a long history of providing additional funds
to help maintain our academic andaaricular programs. Levy dollars have been utilized in the past for teachers for
middle school and high school elective programs with smaller class sizes, for school counselors, and for extracurricula
activities such as sports, band and choir.

As an example, during miDecember | had the opportunity to attend our high school and middle school music concerts.
The performances were amazinthe results of hard work by our students and very talented music teachers. These are
the types of programs that our community supports; and seeing the pride on the faces of our students and their moms
and dads says a lot about who we are.

We have enclosed a fact sheet concerning our TYeeeReplacementMaintenance and Operation levy as part of

this newsletter. The proposed levy renews an expiring-ffeaelevy, and igot a new tax Please take a moment or

two to read through the information provided. If you should have a question, please call the district office; and we will
be happy to supply any further details you desire.

Thanks for your support, and | look forward to a great 2009 and beyond, while continuing the excellence that is the
Cheney Public Schools.

For our children, our community, our world, our future

Lawrence R. Keller
Superintendent

Friday Reminder : One hour late start for all schools in our district to provide for teacher collaborativie

time. Your <childdéds school day begins| on

Our essential foundations Important Dates:
% High Expectations and Continuous Progress January 19 NO SCHOOL
% Involvement and Engagement with School District Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Community February 12 NO SCHOOL
% Stewardship and Planning Learning Improvement Day

February 13 SNOW MAKE -UP DAYd

Cheney Middle School activities line: (509) 5594488 School is in sessiah not as shown
Cheney High School activities line:  (509) 5594120 on original district school calendar
Go to www.cheneysd.org for more news and February 16 Hg&({:HOOLé Presidentso6 D
information about Cheney Public Schools. y
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Three Springs solves
problems

The popular Problem Solving elective class at Three
Springs High School is one of the most challenging, yet
fun experiences at our school. The students are given
only two assignments. One of these assignments is to
design a Rube Goldbefike contraption that will perform
a task such as pop a balloon, or turn on a light switch or
a popcorn popper. There must be at least 12 steps or
moving functions to the machine, it must be fashioned
from common household items, and it must actually worR
at least once on the last day of class. The results of thege

projects usually turn out to be hilarious. Lisa Staub,
instructor for this class
how much effort our students put into their designs. The T |
really get into it, and even help eac other with id

The other task is to build a very complicated roller coaster from

a large KNEX set, similar to an erector set. The difference

here is that the entire class of 8 to 10 students does this together.
With this project, the emphasis is to be able to work together to
finish it as a group. The students develop team skills, the ability
to follow complicated directions, to analyze mistakes and correct
them, and in general to improve their higher order thinking skills.
In addition, the participants must use concepts learned in their
science and math classes such as symmetry, momentum, force,
vector and potential energy.

Students find this class entertaining, challenging and educational,
all at the same time. This is just one example of our approach to
learning academic subjects. If you think you might be interested
in a nontraditional approach to high school, please contact Three
Springs at 559587

Salnave students are honored

At Salnave the staff believes that students should be recognized for their ¢
work habits, positive character traits and positive contributions to the scho
community. Each Friday, names of
are read over the intercom. Students acquire the C.B.G. for exhibiting king
a special act of consideration, or especially helpful behaviors. Once a mof®
HAWKS assemblies honor students who strongly demonstrate a specific |
character trait. Last month the
al so recognized from each cl ass
well as students who exhibit positive attitudes or a positive change in beha
(Al Can Awardso) .
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es for the Safety Patrol Post odftayt he W
de. 0o The students enjoy the recogniti
r post s. There is also a ASalnave St a
0 qual.i es. There are high expectations at Sa
avior, and we believe that specifically highlighting these attributes creates an incentive for students.
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