
Community Connections 
F o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  o u r  w o r l d ,  o u r  f u t u r e 

Friday Reminder : One hour late start for all schools in our district to provide for teacher collaborative  

  time. Your childôs school day begins one hour later; the buses run one hour later.  

Our essential foundations  
 High Expectations and Continuous Progress 

 

 Involvement and Engagement with School District 

 Community 
 

 Stewardship and Planning 

Go to www.cheneysd.org for more news and                

information about Cheney Public Schools. 

Cheney Middle School activities line: (509) 559-4488 

Cheney High School activities line: (509) 559-4120 

                                          February 2010 

Important Dates:  
 

 

February 12 NO SCHOOL 

  Learning Improvement Day   

February 15 NO SCHOOL 

  Presidentsô Day Holiday 

March 9-12 Early Dismissal 11:30 a.m. 

  (Conferences/Testing) 

 

 

High expectations in our childrenôs world 
 

A week ago Monday, I had the opportunity to take my granddaughter, Cady, to watch the Novice Class lady skaters  

compete at the Spokane Arena as part of the national skating competition.  I canôt say that figure skating was ever high  

on my personal sports agenda; but, as I sat there and watched the quality of these young ladiesô performances and the  

awe in my granddaughterôs eyes, I reflected on how high these young ladies had set the bar for themselves.  One of these 

young ladies was only 11ðjust three years older than Cadyðand here she was, doing triple axels and high speed spins.  

It dawned on me that sometimes we set the bar based on our expectations or life experiences, and we may miss the mark  

of where the bar needs to be set for the world our children and grandchildren will live in. 
 

Over the last several years, there has been a lot of educational dialogue about accountability and assessment and, more  

recently, about Core 24 which mandates a higher level of credits for graduation and reduces local control of the overall 

education process within a district.  While we would all agree that we want the best education possible for our kids, it is 

much more complex to define what that isðas we begin to consider that education is more than math or science or  

language arts.  While all of these areas are important in the development of a set of  skills relevant in the world in which 

they will live, part of school is creating opportunities for students to explore and discover who they are.  Opportunities in 

art, music, technology and other exploratory areas provide windows to think about things from a different perspective. 
 

I flew on a plane recently with a gentleman who discovered art in high school, and used the creative skills he honed as  

a springboard in college to become a PhDðthinking and working on how the brain of a fruit fly, smaller than you or I 

could imagine, directs and manages the flight of that fruit fly and the implications for mankind.  In our discussion, it was 

not about where he ended up, but how his high school education provided the opportunity to unleash his creativity.  In the 

world in which our kids will live, we cannot imagine the challenges and opportunities they will be presented with; so, as 

we continue our discussions on setting the bar high, we need to be careful that we do not set the wrong barðone we are 

comfortable with, but one that may not be relevant to our students. 
 

For our children, our community, our world, our future ~ 
 

Sincerely,    

 
 

Lawrence R. Keller  

Superintendent 
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Sunset Elementary participates in  
St. Jude Childrenôs Research Hospital  
Math -A-Thon program  
 

Sunset Elementary participated in the St. Jude Childrenôs Research Hospital  

Math-A-Thon program January 7th-21st.  The Math-A-Thon is a fun way  

for students to practice essential math skills while raising funds for kids  

battling cancer at St. Jude.  Sunset students were provided a Funbook with  

math problems to solve.  They raised money for St. Jude by asking friends  

and family to sponsor them to complete their Funbooks.  The Bank of  

Whitman and the Sunset P.T.O. both generously donated funds to help  

insure that each student was sponsored.  All donations were sent to St. Jude, 

where no child is ever turned away because of the familyôs inability to pay. 
 

The Sunset Student Council was the driving force in the decision to participate in the Math-A-Thon.  ñMrs. Winchell told 

us about St. Jude and how we would be able to raise money for St. Jude by doing the Math-A-Thon,ò Student Council 

president Marshall Lane recounts.  The Student Council then voted for the school to participate in the Math-A-Thon.  

Marshall said the Math-A-Thon was appealing because students ñwould be able to raise money for St. Jude and work on 

math.ò  
 

Now in its 30th year, Math-A-Thon is one of Americaôs largest education-based fundraisers.  More than 10,000 schools 

across the country participate in the program.  Math-A-Thon is also one of the most successful fundraising campaigns for 

St. Jude, having raised nearly $400 million since its inception.  

ñWho done itò at Home Works! 
 

Students at Home Works! have become real life forensic scientists as they  

explore a crime scene using the scientific method, writing skills, and  

measurement strategies.  Mrs. Bosworth is leading her students through  

all the steps a forensic scientist would take to investigate and solve a crime  

in her C.S.I. class this winter.  From evidence collection to fingerprinting,  

students are simulating the real work of investigation using our state  

standards.  Students will also have the opportunity to visit the crime lab,  

explore a career in forensic science or criminal justice, and hear from guest 

speakers in the community who work in the field.  Students are using  

problem solving strategies, inference skills, and team work to help   

determine ñwho done it!ò 

 Sunset students are visited   
 by Jingle, the reindeer  
 

 We were caught in an error in last monthôs issue of the district  

 newsletter!  Well, actually, we were caught in TWO errors! 
 

 We erroneously reported that the photo at the left was of ñNick,ò the  

 reindeer, and Salnave Elementary School students.  The event took  

 place at SUNSET ELEMENTARY, and, even though ñNickò did  

 visit, the photo is of ñJingleò who accompanied him.  Jingle is a  

 female reindeer, with very different antlers, and the students who  

 learned all about reindeer as a part of the visit were quick to point  

 out this reindeer fact. 
 

 My sincere apologies to the Sunset students, their parents, Nick  

 and Jingle! 
     Editor 

Daniel Lambert (4th grade) works diligently  

gathering evidence from the scene of the crime 

Sunset Student Council presenting the 

Math-A-Thon to students 
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CHS Future Business Leaders of America Club provides computers 
to local families  

  

 In December, the Cheney High School  

 FBLA Club gave away approximately  

 $1,500 worth of computers to ten families  

 from Cheney High School and Salnave  

 Elementary School who did not own a  

 computer.   
 

 Club members who helped with the  

 project are:  Casey Barsness, Clint  

 Bonnett, Jacob Falconer, Lexie Grambo,  

 Paul Grinder, Dan Haider, Ash Hall,  

 Justin Houghton, Zach Madison, John  

 Mayer, and Kyle Pomaranke. 
 

 Photos show students helping to orient  

 families with their new computers.  The  

 club plans to give away another ten  

 computers later this spring. 
 

 What a wonderful way for students to  

 provide support to their community.   

 Way to go, FBLA members! 
 

Math Corner  
 

Online Math Support for CMS Students  
 

 
 

Go to the following website:  

http://www.phschool.com/atschool/phmath07/

program_page_ms.html 
 

Choose course 1 for 6th grade math, course 2 for 7th grade 

math, or course 3 for 8th grade math. 
 

Student-friendly features per chapter include: 

lesson quizzes 

vocabulary review 

real world applications 
 

Access to the interactive online student book is found  

at www.pearsonsuccessnet.com. Students use their full 

student ID number for their username, and their birthdate 

for their password.   

Example:  Username: 0123456, Password: 01011994. 
 

National Board Certified  
teachers honored  
 

Two Cheney Public Schools teachers were honored by  

the School Board at their recent meeting on January 13.   

Tammy Hauer and Jennifer Kerley recently obtained  

National Board Certification.  This official designation  

is the culmination of a tremendous amount of study,  

time and effort.   
 

These dedicated individuals join 20 other district teachers 

who previously obtained their certification.  Altogether, 

over 8% of the district's teachers are National Board  

Certifiedða larger percentage than the average in  

districts throughout Washington State. 

 

 

Board President Haskell, Tammy Hauer and Jennifer Kerley 

http://www.phschool.com/atschool/phmath07/program_page_ms.html
http://www.phschool.com/atschool/phmath07/program_page_ms.html

