
 

Making your vision our reality 
 

Last month my article was full of thanks for your commitment to our facility vision and, as I write this, I still very much 

appreciate the faith and trust you have shown in the district.  However, I must admit that the glow that I had February 9th at  

8:12 p.m., when I saw our 65% plus pass rate, has been tempered by the “stark realization” that we now have to build these 

schools—and we have to do it right.  While the task ahead of us is immense, the attitude across the district is, “Let’s roll up 

our sleeves and get it done.” 
 

In the past month we have selected our architect, hired a project manager to guide us in our building process and, through 

our design task force, have begun to solidify our instructional vision for our two middle schools.  Additionally, working 

with our corporate partners and staff, we have developed a timeline that will allow us to open the doors in the fall of 2012 

and a schematic of what the new middle schools will look like. 
 

We are now at the point where we need to present our plan to a broader community audience, to make sure we haven’t 

missed something before we begin to finalize our design.  To this end, we have scheduled two community forums in early 

April (see below) to gather input from the community and to answer any questions about our overall plan.  We will have 

both the architect and project manager on hand, in addition to district staff, to update you on our progress.  To make your 

vision our reality, I would ask that you block one of the two dates into your calendar and join us. 
 

In summary, we value all of the families we serve, and want to make sure that our two new middle schools meet our  

communities’ expectations. 
 

For our children, our community, our world, our future ~ 
 

 

Lawrence R. Keller  

Superintendent 

Important Dates: 

 

April 9 End of Quarter—CMS 

April 13 & Tenth Grade State Math and Science 

April 15 Assessments 

May 31 Memorial Day Holiday    

  NO SCHOOL 

June 2 Three Springs High School Commencement 

  Held at Betz Elementary School 

June 4 Cheney High School Commencement 

  Held in EWU Pavilion 

Community Connections 
F o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  o u r  w o r l d ,  o u r  f u t u r e  

Friday Reminder: One hour late start for all schools in our district to provide for teacher collaborative  

  time. Your child’s school day begins one hour later; the buses run one hour later.  

Our essential foundations  
 High Expectations and Continuous Progress 

 

 Involvement and Engagement with School District 

 Community 
 

 Stewardship and Planning 

Go to www.cheneysd.org for more news and                

information about Cheney Public Schools. 

Cheney Middle School activities line: (509) 559-4488 

Cheney High School activities line: (509) 559-4120 

                                          April 2010 

Community forums on new middle school designðApril 6 and 7 
 

Please join us to hear about tentative plans for the new middle schools.  These are exciting times, and the district wants to 

make certain that our communities are informed of our progress and have the opportunity to ask questions and provide input. 
 

 Cheney Middle School Tuesday, April 6 6:30ð7:30 p.m. 

 Windsor Elementary School Wednesday, April 7 6:30ð7:30 p.m. 



Kindergarten registration begins April 6, 2010 
 

Registration for kindergartners and new elementary students attending Cheney Public Schools in the fall of 2010 will take 

place beginning April 6 at your neighborhood school. Registration will continue during each subsequent school day through 

June 11, 2010.  A birth certificate or other verification of age is required for kindergarten students and students entering first 

grade who have not been enrolled in school before.  Kindergarten students must be five on or before August 31, 2010; first 

graders, six on or before August 31, 2010. 
 

Before your child can register for school, a Washington State Certificate of Immunization Status form must be completed for 

each student with the month, day, and year of inoculation.  IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS include: 

 1. New kindergarten students must show medical verification of chicken pox disease OR  

  have 2 vaccinations for chicken pox. 

 2. 4-5 Doses (depending on when vaccine given) of DTap/DT/Tdap/Td are required for kindergarten entry. 

 3. 3 Doses Hepatitis B, 3-4 doses of Polio and 2 doses of MMR immunizations are also required. 
 

Additional information is available from the district’s Student Support Services Department, at 559-4507.  Any student who 

has a potentially life-threatening health condition must provide written instructions from their physician prior to attendance at 

school.  Please inform school staff at registration if your child has a health condition. 

Sunsetôs Passport to Adventure  
 

Sunset Elementary School’s annual Literacy Night was held 

on March 4, and the theme took participants on an adventure 

around the world, as they traveled from country to country 

experiencing amazing literacy and cultural activities.  As 

they finished their visit to each country, their passport was 

stamped.   
 

Attendees shared the love of reading with their children,  

and every child left with a brand new book of their choice!  

Guest authors Michelle Korrell and Jane Nord were even 

present to sign copies of their books. 

Tenth grade state math and science assessments April 13 and 15 
 

Cheney High School students and their teachers are preparing for the upcoming math and science portions of the High 

School Proficiency Exam (HSPE), which replaces the Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL). The HSPE 

name conveys the goal of the test, which is to measure a student’s proficiency in basic skills.  The HSPE is important for the 

following reasons: 

 ̧By meeting standard on portions of the HSPE, students earn the Certificate of Academic Achievement, and  

 HSPE results become part of official high school transcripts. 

 ̧Teachers and administrators use HSPE results to make decisions regarding curriculum and instruction. 

 ̧The HSPE is how public schools in Washington meet the requirements of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act. 

Students and teachers have worked hard to prepare for success on the HSPE.  Please help Cheney tenth graders demonstrate 

their learning by ensuring all tenth grade students attend school and arrive promptly on April 13 and 15 as the state testing 

schedule does not allow for HSPE make-up sessions.  To learn more about state testing, including information about the  

assessments that will be given to third through eighth grade students, please visit the Cheney School District website and 

look under “Parent Resources.” 
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Windsor students celebrate  
Dr. Seussô birthday 
 

In celebration of Dr. Seuss’ birthday, Windsor students  

participated in Read Across America Day on Tuesday,  

March 2.  Guest readers, including district employees,  

Cheney High School students, and other volunteers read to 

groups of students throughout the school.  This was an  

exciting event for students and readers alike! 

Betz ñPennies for 
Peaceò project 
 

Since the beginning of the 

school year, Betz students  

have contributed $415.19 to  

a project called “Pennies for 

Peace.”  That may not sound  

like a lot of money, but it 

amounts to 41,519 pencils  

that can be purchased for  

children in Pakistan.  Based on 

the book, Three Cups of Tea,  

one goal of this activity is for 

every child to feel like he or she can make a difference,  

and contribute something—even if it is a single penny.  In  

Pakistan a penny buys one pencil; $1.00 pays for one child’s 

education for a month or a teacher’s average salary for a 

day…so a little really does go a long way!  Mrs. Glisson’s 

class has been taking the pennies to Cheney Federal Credit 

Union, where her students help feed the pennies into the 

change counter.  Betz students will continue to support this 

project for the remainder of the year in an effort to expand 

their world view beyond Cheney. 

Ruby Kropidlowski, Caitlin 

Swenson (EWU student), 

Heather Glisson (teacher), Sage 

Stafford, Cassie Kapelac, and 

Jennifer Pohl (parapro) 
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Initiative 728 Proposed Plan 
2010-11 School Year 

 
Cheney Public Schools I-728 Plan provides funding to  

implement education reform and improve student learning. 

HISTORY 

In November of 2000, the voters of Washington passed Initiative 728 with an incredible margin of victory:  
72% statewide, with landslide victories in every single county in the state. I -728 garnered more ñyesò votes 

than any issue or candidate in state history.  
 

The funds from I -728 can be used for the following purposes:  smaller class size K-4; selected smaller class  

sizes for grades 5-12; extended learning opportunities for students such as summer school and after -school 
programs; early childhood and preschool programs; school building improvements to add classes to reduce 

class size; and staff development to give teachers knowledge and skills to help students succeed. 
 

For the 2010-11 school year, our suggested I-728 plan is consistent with past use of the funds 
and includes: 

 

Targeting 55% of the funds to create smaller class sizes in grades K-4; and to make  
   selected class size reductions in grades 5-12.  Our I -728 survey data shows that class size  

  reduction is a priority for teachers, research supports this priority, and it will maintain our commitment  
  to reduce class size.  I-728 funds will be used to create smaller class sizes at grades K-4, smaller than  

  what the Stateôs K-4 basic education funding ratio provides; whereas, at grades 5-12, I -728 funds will  

  support selected class size reduction for students who have not met standard.  
  

Targeting 20% of the funds to provide extended-learning programs K-12 for students.  
 We shall fund a full-day, full-time kindergarten option for parents who select it and are willing to pay  

 part of the cost.  Additionally, the district shall continue to provide extended -learning opportunities  
 for students who are performing below standard.  Each school will continue to submit an extended - 

 learning program application; funds will be distributed to insure that those sites which serve a larger  

 percentage of students performing below standard will be given priority to the financial resources needed 
to implement their extended -learning program(s).  Staff, parents and community member survey results 

indicated strong support for the above extended -learning program(s).  
 

Targeting 20% of the funds to provide additional professional development for educators. 

Funds may provide release opportunities for our professional staff to collaborate, to administer and  
 analyze student assessment data, and to use that data to guide the implementation of effective  

 instructional practices.  Funds will provide each school support for professional development activities  
 outlined in the district and school improvement plan.  

 

Targeting 5% of the funds to provide early assistance for children who need pre-kindergarten 
support.  Funds will provide support for collaborative efforts between the school district and preschool  

providers in our community; in addition, funds will support a district -sponsored parent education program 
on kindergarten readiness. 

 
PUBLIC MEETING 

Cheney Public Schools will hold a public meeting on April 28, 2010 at Cheney High School, 460 N. Sixth,  

Cheney, beginning at 6:45 p.m. (connected to the regularly -scheduled School Board meeting on that date  
and at the same location).  All staff, parents, and community members are welcome to attend the meeting to 

provide comments on the suggested 2010-11 I -728 plan.  Feedback or suggestions can also be provided in  
writing to Lawrence Keller, Superintendent, Cheney Public Schools, 520 Fourth Street, Cheney, WA 99004. 



Cheney Public Schools complies with all state and federal rules and 

regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, 

national origin, economic status, gender, sexual orientation, pregnancy, 

familial status, marital status, disability, or age.  This holds true for all 

students who are  interested in participating in educational programs and/or 

extracurricular school activities.  Inquiries regarding compliance and/or 

grievance procedures may be directed to the school district’s Title IX/

RCW 28A.640 Officer/ADA Coordinator or Section 504 Coordinator.   

Or inquiries may be directed to the Director of the Office of Civil Rights, 

Department of HEW, Washington, D.C. 
 

Title IX/Chapter 28A.640 Officer/ADA Coordinator 

Dr. Debra Clemens, Assistant Superintendent  

Cheney School District, 520 Fourth Street 

Cheney, WA  99004  Phone:  (509) 559-4550 
 

Section 504 Coordinator 

Kristi Thurston, Director, Student Support Services 

Cheney School District, 520 Fourth Street  

Cheney, WA  99004  Phone:  (509) 559-4507      
Printed on recycled paper.  

Requests for Disclosure of Public Records 

Sharon Throop, Public Records Officer 

Cheney School District, 520 Fourth Street 

Cheney, WA  99004  Phone:  (509) 559-4502         

CHENEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
520 Fourth Street 

Cheney, Washington  99004 
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District awards and accomplishments 
 

 CMS teacher Caleb Kenison receives $10,000 Qwest grant 
 

 Caleb Kenison, an 8th grade math and science teacher at Cheney Middle School, was recently named  

 the recipient of a $10,000 Technology Integration grant from the Qwest Foundation.  Kenison is a second  

 year teacher, and has served the Cheney School District for both of those years.  His award is one of only nine  

 in the state presented to teachers for their cutting edge development of technology in the classroom.  Kenison  

 was selected for the competitive grant after submitting a proposal that would involve students in the district’s  

 upcoming capital projects.  
 

Students will work alongside architects, construction professionals, government officials and others involved in the design  

and construction of the district’s two new middle schools, which will open in the fall of 2012.  Students will gather real-world 

expertise on multiple aspects of the project…from gathering survey data, to developing budgets, to creating 3D site renderings.  

“A critical component in the design of our new schools is the student voice,” says Cheney Middle School Co-Principal Mike 

Stark. “This will be an excellent way for students to connect their learning in the classroom to a real-world scenario.”  Grant 

funds will be used for student field trips and the purchase of project-specific instructional technology. 

School Board recognizes classified employees 
 

At a recent School Board meeting, representatives of the district’s classified  

employees were recognized for Classified Employee Week.  Superintendent 

Keller said that, as superintendent, he knows how hard the classified employees 

work across the district, how important the things they do are, and feels the  

recent passage of the bond issue is directly related to the good job these people 

do every day.  Director Mount said that School Board members have the “easy 

job” because of what the classified staff members do for the district and all of 

our children.  “Board members are proud to walk into a well-maintained build-

ing, proud of those keeping buses in good repair, proud of those transporting 

students, and proud of the work that takes place in offices and classrooms across 

the district every day.”  He added that classified employees put so much time 

and effort into jobs that allow students to come in and be welcomed; the Board 

knows the influence on these kids when they walk in the door.  Director Mount 

said the Board’s appreciation for all that classified staff do is truly heartfelt. 

Classified employees Kathy Garrett, Bud 

Ehrgott, Mary Robinson, Lori Cunningham, 

Board Member Rick Mount, and PSEC 

President Jeanne March 

Student Support Services assists families  
 

Student Support Services assists families and teachers with coordinating educational and health services for children attending 

our schools.  If you have questions about special education, Title I/LAP, Section 504 ADA, English language learners,  

services for homeless students, or health services, please go to the district website at www.cheneysd.org and access the 

“District Services,” “Student Support Services” tabs to take you to their site.  Additionally, free tutoring may be available to 

Cheney Middle School students through Title I.  To see if your child is eligible or to learn more, please call Student Support 

Services at 559-4526.  Free tutoring is offered via local agencies working with the school, with the goal of improving student 

success and achievement. 


