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School Board sincerely grateful for community support

The Cheney School Board would like to express our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all the voters in the Cheney
School District for the passage of the recent replacement Maintenance and Operations levy.

We are particularly gratified to know that, even in the current difficult economic environment, our voters and patrons
realize the value of a quality education for our children, and our obligation to provide it as it was provided to us by prior
generations. The levy represents approximately 19% of the District budget. Many programs and services would not be
available without it, and we appreciate our voters
support that allows us to provide our children that quality education.

Thank you for the faith and confidence you show by approving the levy. In partnership with you, we will continue to
work hard to fulfill our obligation to support our children.

For our children, our community, our world, our future

The Cheney School Board

Thank you for your support

On behalf of the staff and the students we serve, we would like to thank the community for your continued support of

our students. Your support allows us to provide broad opportunities for kids to develop skills and talents well beyond

what a basic education can provide. Our music programs are a great example of what your support can accomplish.

We have students showing up for a “zero hour” (befor
in jazz ensembles or choral groups. The result is a state-recognized level of excellence within our music programs.

Community support has made a difference, and it is obvious that the Airway Heights, Cheney and Greater West Plains

families that make up our district understand that our future is our kids.

Lawrence R. Keller
Superintendent

Friday Reminder: One hour late start for all schools in our district to provide for teacher collaborative

time. Your <child’s school day begins| on
Our essential foundations Important Dates:
% High Expectations and Continuous Progress April 10 End of Quarter—CMS
% Involvement and Engagement with School District May 25 Memorial Day Holiday
Community NO SCHOOL
% Stewardship and Planning June 3 Three Springs High School Commencement

Held at Betz Elementary School
Cheney Middle School activities line:  (509) 559-4488

. R June 5 Ch High School C t
Cheney High School activities line: (509) 559-4120 une Hefgz E\17\%U PZV?loion ommencemen
Go to www.cheneysd.org for more news and June 12 Last Day of School
information about Cheney Public Schools. 11:30 a.m. Dismissal
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Betz El ementary stud%&t

Fifth graders in Mrs. Wynecoop’' s ¢
With support from Cheney Recycling Center, and the donation of recycling bins

from Spokane County, Mrs. Wynecoop
Recycling Squad. “IlIt’s important t

” H ‘
them new says Adrain Delano, a me
collects recycling bins for Betz e&
the earth’s ecosystem. By recycl
Newbry, also a member of the squad!
you” wil|l have a lasting and posit

together they will help spread the importance of recycling.

Cheney High School WOW program IR
EStiognd

This year the Cheney High School Health and Fitness Department has added a new wrinkle to their curriculum. The curriculum
is called WOW, or Work Out Wednesday. At WOW all the physical education classes come together and take part in a fitness
circuit set up throughout the gym. Each circuit will have a minimum of fifteen stations, with three stations each focused on five
different components of fitness: cardio endurance, upper body strength, lower body strength, core/abdominals and flexibility.
Each Wednesday a different staff member is responsible for designing the circuit, utilizing a majority of the new equipment
that CHS received through the recent curriculum adoption.

The Health and Fitness Department also has been using WOW to help them choose the Student of the Month. Mike Olson-
Rickert won the award for January, and Jeff Rodgers was picked for February. Both of them gave incredible effort during
WOW and were always helping to push other classmates to do their best.

Youth Art Month at Cheney Middle School

For five years running, we have celebrated Youth Art Monttat Cheney Middle
School by creating oversized designer ties to be worn by our principals and
staff.

To begin, we pick a theme and design a paper "tie board" that is colorful and
shows evidence of the Elements and Principles of Visual Design that we have
been learning about in class. Then, several "Top A" or "over-the-top great" tie
boards are chosen to be voted on by the larger student body. The votes are

2008-09 Winners counted and three winners are chosen. These winners receive a prize, and their
From left to right: Aleyandra Stuart, ties are then cut out of the board and worn by our principals and other 6th and
2nd place; Kendra Kendall, Honorable 7th grade teachers for the month of March.
Mention; Mr. Stark; Ellie Fix, 1st place;
Mrs. Burden; Jeena Bushnell, Honorable It's great fun and is a colorful reminder to all of us of both the talented art

Mention; Mrs. Lane; Andrew Tenney,

3rd place students we have here, and also the important role that creative subjects like art

play in our young people's lives.
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e} ) Three Springs gets set for math WASL
—

With only a few weeks left before the math portion of the Washington Assessment of Student Learning, math students are bus-
ily preparing for this important test of skills. Virtually all of the students who are expected to take the test have taken or are
currently taking an elective called WASL Math Prep. This course is designed to show the student what to expect on this high
stakes test. The students are not only shown items that have been on the test in the past (released items), but they also work on
fundamental skills so important to the process of mathematics. Through this class, our students learn exactly how to write

their answers for maximum points.

Parents can help their students prepare also. If your student will be taking the math WASL on Monday and Tuesday, April 13
and 14, we ask that you make sure your student comes to school on those days well rested and with a positive attitude. These
two things alone can mean the difference between success and having to take the test again.
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\‘*‘ Initiative 728 Proposed Plan

P 2009-10 School Year
j’my N
" * Cheney Public Schools I-728 Plan provides funding to
* implement education reform and improve student learning.
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HISTORY

In November of 2000, the voters of Washington passed Initiative 728 with an incredible margin of victory:

72% statewide, with landslide victories in every single county in the state. | -728 garnered more fAyes
than any issue or candidate in state history.

The funds from [ -728 can be used for the following purposes: smaller class size K-4; selected smaller

class sizes for grades 512; extended learning opportunities for students such as summer school and
after-school programs; early childhood and preschool programs; school building improvements to add classes
to reduce class size; and staff development to give teachers knowledge and skills to help students succeed.

For the 2009-10 school year, our suggested I-728 plan is consistent with past use of the funds
and includes:

% Targeting 55% of the funds to create smaller class sizes in grades K-4; and to make
selected class size reductions in grades 5-12. Our |-728 survey data shows that class size
reduction is a priority for teachers, research supports this priority, and it will maintain our commitment
to reduce class size. 1-728 funds will be used to create smaller class sizes at grades K4, smaller than
what t he -49asia ¢dacation fhding ratio provides; whereas, at grades 5-12, 1-728 funds will
support selected class size reduction for students who have not met standard.

¢ Targeting 20% of the funds to provide extended-learning programs K-12 for students.
We shall fund a full-day, full-time kindergarten option for parents who select it and are willing to pay
part of the cost. Additionally, the district shall continue to provide extended -learning opportunities
for students who are performing below standard. Each school will continue to submit an extended -
learning program application; funds will be distributed to insure that those sites which serve a larger
percentage of students performing below standard will be given priority to the financial resources needed
to implement their extended -learning program(s). Staff, parents and community member survey results
indicated strong support for the above extended -learning program(s).

3¢ Targeting 20% of the funds to provide additional professional development for educators.
Funds may provide release opportunities for our professional staff to collaborate, to administer and
analyze student assessment data, and to use that data to guide the implementation of effective
instructional practices. Funds will provide each school support for professional development activities
outlined in the district and school és i mprovement plan.

3% Targeting 5% of the funds to provide early assistance for children who need
pre-kindergarten support. Funds will provide support for collaborative efforts between the school
district and preschool providers in our community; in addition, funds will support a district -sponsored
parent education program on kindergarten readiness.

PUBLIC MEETING

Cheney Public Schools will hold a public meeting on April 22, 2009 in the Fisher Building Board Room, 520
Fourth St., Cheney, beginning at 6:45 p.m. (connected to the regularly -scheduled School Board meeting
on that date and at the same location). All staff, parents, and community members are welcome to attend
the meeting to provide comments on the suggested 2009-10 1-728 plan. Feedback or suggestions can
also be provided in writing to Lawrence Keller, Superintendent, Cheney Public Schools, 520 Fourth Street,
Cheney, WA 99004.




Cheney Public Schools complies with all state and federal rules and
regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, gender, sexual orientation, disability, familial status, marital status,
or age. This holds true for all students who are interested in participating
in educational programs and/or extracurricular school activities. Inquiries
regarding compliance and/or grievance procedures may be directed to the
school district’'s Title | X/ RCW
or Section 504 Coordinator. Or inquiries may be directed to the Director
of the Office of Civil Rights, Department of HEW, Washington, D.C.

Title IX/Chapter 28A.640 Officer/ADA Coordinator
Dr. Debra Clemens, Assistant Superintendent
Cheney School District, 520 Fourth Street

Cheney, WA 99004 Phone: (509) 559-4550

Section 504 Coordinator ,,.‘
Kristi Thurston, Director, Student Support Services ‘6,? ‘
Cheney School District, 520 Fourth Street \ ’

Cheney, WA 99004 Phone: (509) 559-4507
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District awards and accomplishments

Cheney High School Jazz Ensemble I excells
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At the 2009 Lionel Hampton Jazz Festival, the CHS Jazz Ensemble I was awarded the "Most Outstanding AA Jazz Band
Award." This is one of the largest jazz festivals in the country, and in some years it is the largest. The Sabian Cymbal
Company donated a full set of balanced cymbals for the drum set to the CHS instrumental program, normally costing
approximately $1,000. The high school mid-year concert was held on March 17, and featured the jazz bands, percussion
ensemble, and wind and symphonic bands. Our congratulations to Mr. Suhling and all of his students for their excellent

work and outstanding accomplishments.

Amy Boles receives second highest score in state of Washington

Amy Boles, a junior at Cheney High School, had the second highest score in the state of Washington on the National
German Exam, and ranked in the 99th percentile nationally. This ensures that Amy has a chance to win a trip to Germany.

Congratulations, Amy!

Jim Hatch Gymnasium

On February 20, the Jim Hatch Gymnasium was dedicated at Cheney High School. Mr. Hatch was a beloved athletic director,

coach and teacher from 1964 to 1988, and it meant a great deal for the district to be able to honor him in this way.

Math Corner

The district math adoption
committee has chosen Math

: ﬁ Connects (K-5), Prentice Hall Math
i (6-8), and Holt Mathematics for
%‘?“ , Algebra, Geometry and Algebra 2
% as their recommendations to the

School Board in May. Here are a
few comments that our teachers had about each of these
curricula:

Math Connects—" | |l i ke the
which would allow student and parent access to materials
online."”

Prentice Hall—" Each chapter has
activities to follow wi
Holt—" | l' i ke how t he

ongoing assessments are in the student text, not just the
teacher material .”

techn

t

n

2009/08/11

During parent/teacher conferences, over 70 para-professionals
a at@erlded prafessipntl frahidgSpesentedbd researchers and
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tized backgrounds. The training was arranged and facilitated
by the para-professionals at Windsor Elementary.

and



